
SERMON:           “Palm Sunday - The King of Glory Comes”             Pastor Clarissa 
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

 
Pastor: God of all goodness; People: hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer- Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, as we bring our gifts and lay them at your altar, we 
remember the crowds in Jerusalem who laid their cloaks on the road, shouting 
“Hosanna” as Jesus passed. We know they were looking for a Messiah who was 
different from who you sent Jesus to be – not one of political power and military 
might, but one who came in compassion and mercy to heal, love, and save. Search 
our hearts that we might be confident that the Messiah for whom we long is the 
one you know we need – Jesus Christ, your anointed one, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. (Mark 11:1-11) 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                       “The Lily of the Valley”                       TFWS 
2062 
  

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
*All: Passing from joy into sorrow and on to elation, we come to Christ this holy 
week. Today is only a part of the story. Jesus’ triumph leads to his death, his death 
to his resurrection. May the journey of this week lead us into the fullness of Christ’s 
love. 
 
*Pastor: O King of Glory, our praise of your majesty has often been faint, our 
performance as citizens of your kingdom, disobedient. For we have surrendered to the 
enemy by our secrets and our known sins. For our sinfulness you died, Lord Jesus. For our 
restoration, you rose again. Draw us closer to you in this Holy Week, that our eyes may 
catch the vision of your tears, and our hearts, the wonder of your grace. May Jesus, whose 
arms were spread out; then nailed to an old rugged cross to embrace the sins of the whole 
world, help us this week to take up our cross and follow You. 
 

*POSTLUDE:                  
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH - EXTENDING THE 
CENTENNIAL THROUGH 2021 ~  
"Valiant Women of the Vote: Refusing to Be Silenced. 
 

Before Palm Sunday, an unnamed woman came 
with an alabaster flask of 
ointment of pure nard, 
very costly, and she 
broke the flask and 
poured it over his head. 
Jesus sees it as a 
prophetic preparation for 
his burial (Matt. 26:12, 
Mark 14:8). 

More Beautiful for Being 
Broken: The Flask 

 
 

 

 

                               Liturgist 
                                  Singer 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Pastor 
 



 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 
   

ORGAN PRELUDE:               
 

~WELCOME~ 
 
 

WELCOME - SUNDAY CHECK-IN 
 

Pastor: With today’s Sunday Liturgy of Palm Sunday, we begin the sacred time of Holy 
Week as we prepare to enter into the Easter Mystery. We come filled with euphoria as we 
recall the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem as the week will carry us to depths of sadness as 
we recall the bitter sufferings and death of our Lord for our many sins. Today siblings of 
Christ, Jesus enters into the Easter Mystery to suffer, die, and to rise again. We are to 
follow him. Come, as we prepare to worship and humbly enter into Holy Week. Come. All 
are welcome.  
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535 or faumc.org 
 

~CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:  
 
*GATHERED IN WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
P: Hosanna in the highest! 
L: Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
P: Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
L: Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, 
P: on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
L: When God appeared on earth in the person of Jesus, most of the world did not 
recognize him and therefore did not worship him. Today we ask for faith that will open 
our eyes to see Jesus for who he is, that we might worship him in truth. People of God, 
behold your God! 
P: We open our eyes to see his glory. 
We open our ears to hear his wisdom. 
We open our hands to offer him gifts. 
We open our mouths to sing his praise. 
We open our hearts to offer him our love. He is Lord! Amen! 

 
 
*PRAYER: (Unison)  
 

Gracious and loving God, we thankfully remember the life of our Lord Jesus Christ 
on this earth. Yet, we also acknowledge our failure to respond earnestly and 
faithfully to his witness. We often mistake Jesus for a mere earthly king, friendly 
companion, or problem-solver; failing to see him as the ruler of all Creation. We do 
not appreciate the depth of his passion and sacrifice on the cross; failing to 
acknowledge him as our only way of salvation. Even in this Lenten season, we have 
not walked faithfully in the way of Jesus Christ. Forgive us, we pray, and bring us 
ever more fully into the joy of union with Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (adapted - 

Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, MA) 
 

GOSPEL VIDEO: (seated)                        “Alabaster Box”                     Cece Winans      
               “https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IsjO5u_d-0Y” 

 

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 

Leader: Let those who fear the Lord say, His steadfast love endures forever. Out of my 
distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is my 
strength and my song; he has become my salvation. I shall not die, but I shall live, and 
recount the deeds of the Lord. In Christ, God answers us and sets us free! In Christ, we 
are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 
                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

Hebrews 12:1-2 The Passion Translation (TPT) 
 

Then they led the donkey to Jesus. They put some of their clothes on its back and helped 
Jesus get on. And as he rode along, the people spread clothes on the road in front of him. 
When Jesus was starting down the Mount of Olives, his large crowd of disciples were 
happy and praised God because of all the miracles they had seen. They shouted, “Blessed 
is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory to God.” 
 

Some Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, make your disciples stop shouting!” 
But Jesus answered, “If they keep quiet, these stones will start shouting.” 
 

L: The Word of God for the People of God.  P: Thanks be to God! 
 
SKIT:           “Tail of the Donkey”     Players: Frank Adkins & Mark Harris 

    Written by Mark Harris 



~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR YOUTH~ 
 

March is Women’s History Month! 
 

“Jesus End Goal and Purpose for Palm Sunday” 
Adapted from https://ministry-to-children.com/palm-sunday 

 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, our voices join with the voices of the people in Jerusalem some 2,000 

years ago. Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. In Jesus’ name, 

amen. 

 

Scripture Readings: Mark 11:1-11; John 12:12-19 

 

Jesus Christ is Coming to Town…Riding on a Donkey! 

 

Hello, children of God! Hosanna! Today is Palm Sunday. And what does that mean? Why 

do we have palm branches? What are we remembering? Well, we are going to talk about 

that. This is a special day when we recall how Jesus was cheered and celebrated as He 

entered the city of Jerusalem, riding on a donkey.  

 

On Palm Sunday, Jesus came into the city of Jerusalem. He was on a donkey, showing that 

He came in humble peace. People had heard about Him and were excited to see Him. They 

expected that He might save them from political oppression, and they wanted Him to rise 

up and help them. They cheered “Hosanna”, which means “save us!” They waved palm 

branches, which was sort of like waving flags in a parade. These people wanted Jesus to 

have an end goal that included rescuing them from other people and taking over 

government. But that was not the kind of salvation Jesus planned to bring. He knew what 

was coming. He would have to suffer, experience immense pain, and be killed. His end 

goal was to die, nailed to an old rugged cross.  

 

Jesus also recognized that this was God’s plan and purpose for Him, and that He was going 

to save not just the people of Jerusalem, but all people, saving them not from Romans, but 

from sin, death, and the Satan. 

 

And what wonderful news this is for us! We should rejoice that Jesus did not aim for an 

easy task but was willing to suffer and die. He had a painful and difficult goal to reach, and 

He did it. With His blood, He freed us from sin and death forever. We can give thanks to 

God every day for saving us. 

 

This is the most sacred and holiest time for Christians - it’s almost Easter! We begin the 

final countdown to Easter with Holy Week as the Resurrection is so pivotal and essential to 

our faith. Unfortunately, current commercial advertisement sometimes breezes by Easter 

with a few marshmallow bunnies and colorful eggs. 

This year, get ready 

for the Paschal 

(Easter) celebration 

by thinking about 

the week leading up 

to it - Holy Week.  

 

This week’s 

devotionals will 

guide us through 

Jesus’ last days 

leading up to Easter. 

We will also have 

daily online worship 

services. Come 

Young People as we 

worship God 

together!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for your 

marvelous plans. Thank you for sending Jesus 

and giving Him important purpose. Help us to 

trust you and remind us you are near. Thank 

you for forgiveness. Thank you for your love. 

We love you, God! In Jesus’s name, Amen!  

 

 

 

https://ministry-to-children.com/palm-sunday


 

 


