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Ash Wednesday and The Days That Follow 
 

Adapted from https://austinstone.org/ 
 

PASSION WEEK 2021 DAILY DEVOTIONAL – JESUS’ SELFLESS SACRIFICE 
CHANGED EVERYTHING! 

 

The events framed by Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) and the resurrection are some of the most dramatic and 
theologically important of the entire scriptural narrative. These holy days features the celebration and tragedy of the 
triumphal entry, trial, last supper, and crucifixion, but also poignant prayers and prophetic teaching from our Lord. Indeed, 
John’s gospel devotes eight of its twenty-one chapters to this week alone! The week begins with Passion/Palm Sunday and 
ends with the “three days” (also called the “Triduum,” from sunset on Thursday to sunset on Easter Day), the period 
during which we mark Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
The first Sunday of Holy Week is commonly called either “Palm Sunday” or “Passion Sunday.” Those who call it “Palm 
Sunday” tend to focus on the entry of Christ into Jerusalem to the shouts of “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord.” Those who refer to the day as “Passion Sunday” tend to focus on Jesus’ suffering. This is especially 
appropriate in contexts where participation in midweek services on Maundy Thursday or Good Friday is difficult or 
minimal, and where, as a result, worshipers would sing “Hosanna” and “Christ arose” with little attention to Jesus’ suffering 
and death. 
 
But even for congregations that celebrate the day as Palm Sunday, it is important to capture the irony of the day. For this is 
the day that Jesus entered the city in triumph, but as a part of his journey to the cross; this is the week in which the crowd’s 
cries of “Hosanna” would soon turn to “Crucify him.” One helpful approach to Palm Sunday worship is to begin worship 
by focusing on the processional into Jerusalem and then to concentrate on the suffering and passion of Jesus. 
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for sending your Son and paving the way for our lives to be set free through Jesus' death on 
the cross. Thank you for what this day stands for - the beginning of Holy Week, the start of the journey towards the power 
of the cross, the victory of the Resurrection, and the rich truth that Jesus truly is our King of Kings. "Hosanna! Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord..." Amen. 
 
~BEFORE YOU BEGIN each daily devotional, take a few moments to quiet your mind and prepare your heart to receive God’s Word.~ 

 

HOLY MONDAY – 29 MARCH 2021: THE CLEANSING ~ Scripture: Matthew 21:12-27 
Not everyone in Jerusalem was happy to see Jesus the day He entered the temple. When the Jewish religious leaders saw the 
wonderful things Jesus did, they were indignant. They didn’t like Jesus coming into their house and taking over. The money 
changers in the temple had turned a house of prayer into a den of robbers, twisting the priorities of the people. Jesus saw 
this and refused to let His Father’s house be defiled any longer. The money changers had taken an area that was supposed 
to be devoted to prayer and worship and used it for their business dealings. While people needed to be able to buy animals 
for sacrifices, this place should have been kept holy. 
 
Consider if the space in your life that should be devoted to prayer and worship is being crowded out by the busyness of life. 
How can you reclaim that space for devotion to God? What motivations need to change so that your priorities can be 
realigned? Ask the Lord to search your heart and change any wrong motivations into sacrificial worship. Ask Him to give 
you a heart that fights to seek Him above everything else on this earth. Ask Him to give you joy as you pursue Him. 
 
HOLY TUESDAY - 30 MARCH 2021: THE PREDICTION ~ Scripture: John 12:20-33 
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose, I have come to this 
hour” (v. 27). Jesus’ soul was troubled because He was about to experience an excruciating death. Facing all that was to 
come such agony that the thought of what He must do caused Jesus to sweat blood; His focus was on the glory of God. He 
knew the stakes, and He understood the cost. And still He said, “Father, glorify your name” (v. 28). 
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Suffering is never easy. Not even Jesus, perfect God-made-man, was spared from the pain of suffering. But God is faithful, 
and we can trust Him to comfort us as we seek to do His will. If you’re suffering or feeling lost or lonely, ask God to 
comfort you, through His Word and through people in your life who can encourage and encourage you. Ask Him to give 
you friends and fellowship in this church family who can show you the love of God in your seasons of distress.  
 
Jesus knew what would happen to Him, and He still laid down His own desires for the will of the Father. Where are you 
unwilling to put aside your own ambition for something God is calling you to? Where have you prioritized wealth, 
influence, a job, relationships, or anything else in your life over the sacrificial obedience God has called us to through? Take 
a moment to consider those things, and, if you’re ready, ask God to forgive you for valuing the things of this earth and your 
own ambition more than eternal things and godly, kin-dom-minded ambition. Pray for God to give you joy in Him through 
obedience, and then trust that His Spirit is working in you, because He loves you. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY – 31 MARCH 2021: THE BETRAYAL ~ Scripture: Mark 14:1-11 
The chief priests and scribes were looking for a way to kill Jesus, but they knew they couldn’t do it out among the people, 
lest there be an uproar. Why did the people care about what happened to Jesus? Because He had done wonderful things 
among them. He had healed the sick, given sight to the blind, and shown care and kindness to the “least of these” in Jewish 
society. What are the ways in which Jesus has overturned your understanding of what it means to love and serve others? 
What are the signposts in your life that would cause people to grieve or cause an uproar if you were gone? Ask God to 
magnify the fruit that comes from using the gifts He has given you. 
 
When the woman with the alabaster flask of nard broke it and poured it over Jesus’ head, some who were there scolded her 
for “wasting” the valuable ointment. However, Jesus called her anointing of Him “beautiful” (v. 6). Would God call your 
worship of Him genuine and beautiful? Take a moment to remember the character of God, and why He alone is worthy of 
worship as King and Lord of everything. If there is any laziness or wrong motives for worship in your heart, ask God to 
purify you from all unrighteousness and to make your worship genuine and beautiful. 
 
Mark 14:10-11 tells us that Judas went to the chief priests and actively looked for an opportunity to betray Jesus. This was 
not a betrayal of convenience that fell in his lap—Judas sought out a way to betray his master and friend. Have you ever 
been betrayed by someone you deeply cared for? How did you feel in that moment? About that person? About yourself? 
About God? Is there anything you still need to resolve? Is there any healing you still need to seek? It’s possible that Judas 
may have been offended for being rebuked over the alabaster flask incident.   
 
Or maybe he was tired of waiting for Jesus to act in a “big” way and start a revolution. Whatever the reason, Judas had had 
enough, and he looked for an opportunity to betray Jesus. Have you been hurt by God? Have you felt that He mistreated 
you or let you down? Have you told Him how you felt when that happened, how you may still feel, even if the wounding 
was long ago? Do you trust that if you share those feelings with Him now, He’ll listen and care? 
 
Ask God to show you if there is hurt, resentment, or any other feeling from that betrayal still hiding in your heart. Ask God 
to heal you and show you other people who can help you heal. Consider if you need to seek reconciliation or resolution. 
Remember that God loves you and is with you, even if you cannot understand how hurt, pain and disappointment comes 
into your life. His love for you does not, will not, shall not change. 
 
Prayer: Lord God, we tremble to think that it was one of Jesus’ own friends who betrayed him. One who sat by him, who 
broke bread with him. Give us strength, we pray, to walk faithfully with Jesus, even when the road we walk is rocky, even 
when the message of the cross seems like recklessness and even when we feel betrayed. You, Lord, are always faithful. We 
stumble, we become lost, but you are steady and sure. Give us the grace to endure our troubles, and reveal to us the glory 
of your kingdom, through your son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – 1 APRIL 2021: THE SUPPER ~ Scripture: Luke 22:7-23 
Jesus told His disciples He earnestly desired to eat this Passover with them before He suffered. He wanted time with those 
closest to Him before He had to experience the utter solitude of death apart from the Father. He wanted to symbolically 
show them how He would willingly give His body and pour out His blood so that the Father’s will would be accomplished. 



3 

 

The Passover lamb sacrificed for this meal was a reminder of the True Passover Lamb, Jesus, who would be sacrificed to 
save the people of God from their sin.  
 
When we’re suffering, it’s easy to want to isolate ourselves instead of pressing into sharing that pain with others. Sometimes 
we just don’t know how to ask for help. One of the gifts we can give one another as the body of Christ is to gather around 
those who are suffering so that they don’t have to endure it alone. Even gathering virtually, by phone or video call, can be a 
comfort to those who are suffering and who feel isolated and lonely. 
 
Is there anyone in your life going through intense misery with whom you could spend time, even if it’s through technology 
until we can gather together in person? Ask God to show you someone who needs the gift of your presence and care. Ask 
God to show you opportunities to serve his people through sending a message, leaving a gift at their door, or connecting in 
the best way you can. Ask Him to give you words to comfort and the patience to mourn with those who mourn. In so 
doing, we honor God and remind one another of the gift of the beloved community. We comfort others as people who are 
ultimately comforted by the love and peace of God. 
 
Jesus knowingly broke bread with Judas, the man who would soon betray Him and hand Him over to be killed. He also ate 
with the disciple who would deny Him three times in less than 48 hours (Simon Peter). Sharing a meal with people is a way 
we build relationships, trust, and camaraderie, but Jesus was sharing His last meal with men who would betray or turn 
against Him. 
 
What does it say about Jesus that he shared His Passover meal with the man who would turn Him over to the authorities 
and with the one who would deny knowing Him? Even in the face of betrayal, Jesus did not sin. How are you inclined to 
treat those who are unkind to you? How do you respond to the coworker who’s always competing with you, the church 
member who caused a hurt, months, even years ago, or the family member who regularly offends you in some way? Ask 
God to help you wisely and humbly love and serve others like Jesus did, even when it seems impossible. 
 
It is at this Passover supper that Jesus introduces the ordinance of communion, the breaking of bread, representing His 
body, and the drinking of wine, representing His blood poured out for us. Jesus asks His followers to take communion in 
remembrance of Him. Consider the posture with which you take communion. Are you remembering Jesus and what He’s 
done for all who believe in Him? Ask God to deepen your understanding of and appreciation for the sacrifice Jesus made 
so that we could be reconciled to God. The next time you take communion, remember others and Jesus’ sacrifice. It’ll 
reminds you of our unity in Christ and of the breadth and diversity of the family of God. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY – 2 APRIL 2021: THE PASSION ~ Scripture: Luke 22:47-71; Luke 23:1-49 
The betrayal of Judas led to the arrest of Jesus, followed by Jesus’ trial, and crucifixion. As Jesus was questioned, mocked, 
struck, and condemned to die, He maintained He was the Son of God, submitting to God’s will. Jesus was fully God, but 
He was also fully human on this earth, and He suffered as a human. He felt every physical blow and each skin breaking 
whip; He felt the iron-corroded nails driven through His beaten body. He got tired, sad, and lonely, just as we do. How 
does knowing what Jesus endured help you when you’re struggling, when you feel fear, doubt, pain, or loneliness? Thank 
God today that Jesus did not only go before us, but that He also experienced hard things the same way we do, in a human 
body with human faculties. Ask God to remind you of that when you suffer. Ask God to comfort you with this truth when 
it feels like no one understands the pain you’re experiencing. 
 
As Jesus hung on the cross, He prayed for the criminals who were hung alongside Him. As He waited at death’s door, Jesus 
was thinking of others and how He could point them to the Father. Even knowing that one of the criminals would mock 
Him, Jesus prayed that His Father would forgive them. In His most vulnerable state, Jesus was considering others above 
Himself. With some of His final breaths on this earth, He was praying for someone who desperately needed God. What a 
beautiful reminder Jesus gives us to remember others, even at our most vulnerable. When we’re suffering, it’s easy to turn 
inward and forget about the world outside. It’s especially easy to ignore those who make our lives more difficult. Who is 
your enemy? Who mocks you? Who is it that is most difficult for you to pray for? Maybe it’s a rival at school or work, or 
someone with different political beliefs. Maybe it’s a family member who doesn’t know God or a spouse who’s walked away 
from the faith. Maybe it’s the “perfect” mom on Instagram or that person in your community who has everything you’re 
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still asking God for. Ask God to show you how to genuinely love and pray for the people in your life who are the most 
difficult. Ask Him to strengthen you and give you words to pray when you absolutely don’t want to show love to that 
person. Ask Him to transform your heart as you pray, that you would look more like Jesus and receive joy in praying for 
that person. Remember that when you’re at your most difficult, God’s love for you never wanes. It never fails you or holds 
you in contempt. It’s that transformative love in us that gives us the ability to truly and sacrificially love others. Rest in the 
Holy Spirit working in you. 
 
Just before Jesus committed His spirit to the Father and died, the curtain of the temple was torn in two. The curtain divided 
the Holy Place in the temple from the Most Holy Place, where the High Priest would enter once a year to atone for the sins 
of the people. When the curtain rips in two on the day of Jesus’ death, it signified the removal of the barrier between God 
and people. Jesus removed that barrier for us. 

 
Read verses 44-49 again, and meditate 
on the death of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
What does it mean to you that Jesus 
accomplished what the Father sent Him 
to do? What does it mean to you that 
He didn’t turn away or give up because 
the Father’s will was too much to ask? 
Thank God for that today! Consider 
who you can share this good news of 
new life through Jesus with today. Ask 
God to give you the opportunity to 
share your story, along with boldness to 
proclaim what Jesus has done for you. 
If you’re unable to be around people, 
consider sharing your story through a 
video call. If you cannot currently share 
with someone, make a commitment to 
do so when you’re able. 
 

HOLY SATURDAY - 3 APRIL 2021: 

THE QUIET ~ Scripture: Matthew 
27:57-66 
Joseph of Arimathea was a man of high 
standing in the Jewish community. 
Jewish custom dictated that crucified 
bodies should be taken down before 
evening. Joseph showed care and 
respect by taking down Jesus’ body, 
wrapping it, and putting it in the tomb. 
Spend a minute considering what it 
would have been like to care for the 
body of this man whom many people 
had just mocked and killed. What might 
Joseph have been feeling and thinking? 
Thank God for people in your life and 
in our city who show care when it is 
difficult or may be unpopular. Ask Him 
to show you how to be one of those 
people who honors others and glorifies 
God through your treatment of them. 
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The Jewish religious officials who had called for Jesus’ death were now afraid the disciples would steal Jesus’ body from the 
tomb. They didn’t believe it was possible for Jesus to rise, but they were afraid His followers would claim He rose. Have 
you ever doubted Jesus rose from the dead? Do you doubt that now? Talk to God about any doubts you have about who 
Jesus is or what He did. God already knows what you think and how you feel; nothing is hidden from Him. But He wants 
you to talk to Him about everything—both good and bad—so don’t be afraid! He is both patient and kind. Ask God to 
comfort you even in your doubts, to reveal truth, and to give you faith to believe He is who His Word says He is. Ask Him 
to help you believe that all His promises are true, and that they are for you! 
 
Jesus was made like us in every way, even in death. Just as humans before Jesus died and descended to Sheol (hell), Jesus 
died and descended into Sheol for three days (Matthew 12:40). Saturday was silent, and hope on earth was dimmed. The 
disciples didn’t know if this was the end or not. Jesus had promised His kingdom would reign forever, He promised He 
wouldn’t leave 
them, but they had just seen Him killed. Where was God? Why had Jesus abandoned them, when they had left everything 
to follow Him? Sometimes it seems like God has left us, like He’s forgotten about the promises in His Word. The silence of 
unanswered prayers and the burdens of life can bear down with crushing regularity, leading to loneliness and fear. The 
world seems unbearably quiet in those moments, and our hope, like that of the disciples, is dimmed. But what if God’s 
silence is just Him waiting for the right time, working in ways we cannot see? What if all His promises are still trustworthy? 
What if He’s still acting for our good, even though it seems like circumstances are against us? What if the sun is about to 
break through and banish the dark clouds forever? 
 
We can have hope, because Sheol could not claim Jesus forever. Just like the disciples, we must wait and see what God will 
do. If you are struggling to believe God is here, and that He cares, tell Him that. He wants to hear all your thoughts and 
struggles and feelings. Ask Him to show you that He hears you and loves you. If you feel like God has abandoned you, take 
heart. Jesus died for you so that you never have to experience life without God. Thank God that Sheol could not hold 
Jesus, who defeated sin and death for us. Praise God that Sunday is coming, and that every new day brings us life in Him!  
 
Prayer: Lord God, on the Sabbath, Jesus rested. He was in the grave. He had finished his work. To most people’s eyes, it 
looked as if it were all over. He was dead and buried. But only as a seed dies when it is planted in the earth, not to decay, 
but to spring to new life. Teach us to take refuge in you when we are afraid; teach us that death is not our end; teach us to 
hope always in you and in the resurrection, the making of all things New. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen. 
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
 

 A life so beautifully lived deserves to be beautifully remembered. Please join us to mourn the passing of Ms. Dru 
Richtsmeier. She was a faithful member of 5th Ave. United Methodist Church, President of United Methodist 
Women, and held many other church leadership roles. We want to express our deepest and sincere sympathy and 
condolences to Ms. Dru’s family and friends. Our heartfelt prayers are with you as you and we mourn her passing. 
Her memory shall live forever in our heart. Cards may be addressed to her daughter: Gary & Sharon Allen, 17115 
SE 93rd Yondel Circle, The Villages, FL  32162. 

 Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, prayers for successful upcoming surgery and containment of growth; Mr. Alan Kempf 
for strength as he’s provided times of rest and refreshment; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview 
Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

 Bro. Martin Martinelli, healing and restoration after open heart surgery and rehab after Ischemic stroke; 659 South 
14th Ave. West Bend. WI 53095 

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du Lac Ave., 
Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Vivien Loomis, healing and strength after surgery; 1119 Schmidt Road, #1, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength and ability to meet the challenges and changes that will occur during the next few 
months; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, West Bend, WI  53095 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com
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 5th Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 502 Crocus 
Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; W193 N16339 
Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 
 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, what great love you have for me that you would send your only begotten Son to die for my 
sins. How can I ever doubt your love or your ways? Yet in these dark moments, I start to question and doubt. I 
wonder what comes next and I fail to recall your great faithfulness. Lord, forgive my unbelief and help me believe. 
Help me to trust you in all things, in all times, even through the valleys and dark seasons of my life. For you are my 
rock and my refuge, my strength in the storm. Your love never ceases, your mercies never end. You are enough for me 
– more than enough. Help me to remember that all the days of my life your death, the day your light went out from 
this earth. Lead me to walk in love, as a shining reflection of your love into this world. And help me live the life you 
desire of me, bringing glory to you in all that I do. Amen. 

 
With passionate hope, love and promise of your Resurrection, your humble Pastor-servant leaders, 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


