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Ash Wednesday and The Days That Follow 
 

Adapted from https://www.westview.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/LentenDevotions2012.pdf

What is love? What does it mean to love God? How can we show love to others? God loves you because it's His 

character. He loves you not because of duty, but because it's who He is and what He does. 

 

The Bible talks a lot about kindness. Psalm 117:2 says that God’s loving kindness is great toward us. Psalm 36:7 tells us 

it is precious; that it provides us a place of refuge. So many see God as an angry Being, full of wrath, eager to punish us 

for the least little thing. But that is not our heavenly Father. God longs to pour out His kindness on both the just and the 

unjust. The Bible also tells us that we, as believers, should show God’s loving-kindness to others—yes, even when they 

don’t deserve it. Ephesians 4:32 says, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in 

Christ forgave you.” 

 

Unless we understand how kind God is toward us, it will be difficult to extend undeserved kindness to others. But once 

we do, amazing things happen. 

 

According to Romans 2:4, God’s kindness is meant to lead us to repentance. Repentance is birthed from the presence of 

God in the heart of an individual. People come to realize they need to repent (change their ways) as they meet the 

kindness of God on a daily basis. 

 

Second Corinthians 7:10 (NIV) says, “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 

worldly sorrow brings death.” I prayed for godly sorrow to invade my son’s heart and bring him to repentance. God used 

our kindness to change our son’s heart, to lead him to express sorrow before God, and to take responsibility for his 

actions. Our goodness toward him showed him the goodness of God. 

 

Every one of us has opportunity to show God’s loving-kindness to undeserving people, just like God does for us. Trust in 

His loving-kindness. Let it change you and help you forgive those who have been unkind to you. 

 

Kindness is what this world needs. This world would be a different place if we just tried a little kindness instead of 

always demanding our own way, seeking revenge, forcing people to do things our way, and punishing them when they 

don’t. 

 

Next time you face a difficult person or situation, try pouring on the kindness. You might be surprised at how your 

situation changes over time. You can make a difference in the lives of others as you treat them the way God intends—the 

same way He has treated you. 

 

You never have to feel far from God’s love because God never moves. He’s always close by, waiting for you to reach 

out for Him. To enter His presence and talk to Him about what’s on your mind and heart. So, He can enfold you in His 

love. Let us pray: 

 

Bless us with Love, O Merciful God; 

That we may Love as you Love! 

That we may show patience, tolerance, 

Kindness, caring and love to all! 

Give me knowledge; O giver of Knowledge, 

That I may be one with my Universe and Mother Earth! 

O Compassionate One, grant compassion unto us; 

That we may help all fellow souls in need! 

Bless us with your Love O God. 

Bless us with your Love. Amen. 

 

Second Week of Lent: Upside Down 

 

The passages for the second week of Lent remind us of the upside-down nature of God’s kingdom: the last are first; the 

first are last; what people reject is what God chooses; humility and gentleness are the marks of the true King; and the 
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weak and the small are God’s guests of honor. In order to appreciate the upside-down kingdom, we need to see the King 

for who He is, which is why we begin this week with the story of the Transfiguration. 

 

Second Sunday of Lent, 28 February 2021 

 

 Scripture: Luke 9:28-29 

 Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to be people who pray and keep our focus on You, just as You were a person who 

prayed and 

 kept Your eyes on Your Father. Amen. 

 Question: Why do you think Jesus went to the mountain to pray? Why did his clothes turn such a bright white? 

 

Monday, 1 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Luke 9:30-32 (This is a continuation of yesterday’s story; review before reading.) 

 Also, Moses and Elijah are mentioned in this story. If you need to refresh your memory, Moses’s story is found 

in Exodus 2-20; Elijah’s, in 1 Kings 17-19. 

 Prayer: Jesus, sometimes we are like the disciples. We forget You are with us. We forget to pray. We fall asleep. 

Wake us up when we forget You and remind us who You really are, that You are God. Amen. 

 Question: Why do you think the disciples were falling asleep while they prayed? What do you think it would look 

like to see Jesus’ glory? 

 

Tuesday, 2 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Luke 9:33-35 (This is a continuation of yesterday’s story; review before reading.) 

 Prayer: Jesus, you are God’s beloved Son. Help us to listen to You and do as You ask us. Amen. 

 Question: Why do you think Peter wanted to build houses for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah? How do you think the 

disciples felt when they heard God’s voice speaking from the cloud? 

 

Wednesday, 3 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Matthew 20:16 (preface this verse with “Jesus said…”) 

 Prayer: Jesus, you are from the beginning, the Firstborn of all creation, and You became last for our sakes. Help 

us to be like you, seeking the good of others, putting them ahead of ourselves. Amen. 

 Question: What do you think Jesus means when he says the first shall be last? Can you think of a time when the 

first became last? What about when the last became first? 

 

Lenten Poem by Ann Weems 
 

Lent is a time to take time to let the power 

of our faith story take hold of us, 

a time to let the events get up 

and walk around in us, 

a time to intensify our living unto Christ, 

a time to hover over the thoughts of our hearts, 

a time to place our feet in the streets of 

Jerusalem or to walk along the sea and 

listen to his Word, 

a time to touch his robe 

and feel the healing surge through us, 

a time to ponder and a time to wonder…. 

 

Lent is a time to allow 

a fresh new taste of God! 

Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think, 

for thoughts come unbidden. 

Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future 

knowing our past. 

Give us courage, O God, 

to hear your Word 

and to read our living into it. 

Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven 

and give us the faith 

to take up our lives and walk. 

 



3 

 

Thursday, 4 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Matthew 21:42 

 Prayer: Jesus, you are the stone the builders rejected. Help us to not be like those builders. Help us to listen to 

You and build our lives on You. Amen. 

 Question: Why would builders reject a stone? Why do you think people rejected Jesus? When do we reject Jesus, 

by choosing to do things that would not be pleasing to Him? 

 

Friday, 5 March 2021 

 
 Scripture: Matthew 11:29-30 (preface this verse with “Jesus said…”) 

 Prayer: Jesus, help us learn from You how to be gentle. Amen. 

 Question: What does it look like to be gentle? How have you been gentle today (or, this week)? 

 
Saturday, 6 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Mark 10:13-16 

 Prayer: Jesus, help us to know how much You love us and how much You enjoy being with us. We want to be 

with You, too, even though we sometimes forget. Amen. 

 Question: Why do you think the disciples told the people to stop bringing the children to Jesus? Why do you 

think Jesus wanted to be with the children? 

 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
 

 Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, prayers for successful upcoming surgery and containment of growth; Mr. 
Alan Kempf for strength as he’s provided times of rest and refreshment; alankempf33@gmail.com; 
414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

 Prayers for the safety and well-being for the state of Texas as they recover from loss of power and 
physical damages.  

 Bro. Martin Martinelli, healing and restoration after Ischemic stroke and pending surgery to replace 
infected mitral heart valve; 659 South 14th Ave. West Bend. WI 53095 

 Ms. Mary Rogge on the passing of her sister, Ms. Joan E. Milde; 4436 Magna Vista Dr. Jackson, WI 
53037 

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du 
Lac Ave., Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Vivien Loomis, healing and strength after surgery; 1119 Schmidt Road, #1, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength and ability to meet the challenges and changes that will occur during the 

next few months; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, West Bend, WI  53095 

 5th Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  
 Bro. Bob Krell, recovering from surgery; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 
502 Crocus Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 
53095 

 Ms. Sandy Abuya, strength and continued healing; 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com
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 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; 
W193 N16339 Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 

 

Prayer: “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give 
you a future and a hope." – Jeremiah 29:11 
 

 
Our Wonderful God, you call us your chosen people, holy and dearly loved. What a balm to our lonely souls, to be 
chosen and loved by none less than the Creator of the Universe. Our only appropriate response is to love you in return. 
Yes, our Holy God, we do love you. 
 
You instruct us to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Thank you for sending 
Jesus to be the ultimate example of how you would have us live. In your own compassion, you are gentle and patient 
with our failures. Please forgive us when we fail to extend kindness to others, whether in our thoughts, our words, or 
our deeds. We acknowledge that we fall short so much more than we like to admit, and we are so very sorry. Dear Lord, 
cleanse us from our sins and fill us with your Holy Spirit so we can reflect your goodness in all we do. 
 
God, you ask us to bear with each other and forgive one another if we have a grievance against someone. You remind 
us to forgive as you have forgiven us. Yet we are so contentious. We take offense easily and are quick to lash out in 
return. We hold grudges. We don’t respect or even truly listen to the opinions of others, but instead claim only our way 
of thinking is correct. Lord, we are so sorry, and we want to be better. Please help us to bear with others and forgive 
them, so that in return we can receive your forgiveness. 
 
To these virtues of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiveness, you ask us also to clothe 
ourselves in love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Lord, we do not do unity well. Our nation is divided 
between blue and red, right and wrong, them and us. You show us perfect unity in being three in one, God the Father, 
Jesus Christ the blessed Son, and the Holy Spirit. All compassionate and mighty God, we ask for unity and healing for 
our nation, within our leaders, our communities, our neighborhoods, and our families. We pray for healing within each 
one of us present today and for those who are absent. We ask that you restore us spiritually, physically, emotionally, 
mentally, socially. 
 
God, we ask for the peace of Christ to rule in our hearts, since as members of one body we are called to peace. We are 
thankful for all you have done for us. Let the message of Christ dwell among us richly as we teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to you, our Triune God, with 
gratitude in our hearts. And whatever we do, whether in word or deed, help us to do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to you, God the Father, through him. Amen 
 

With passionate hope and love, your humble Pastor-servant leaders, 
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


