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Ash Wednesday and The Days That Follow 
 

Adapted from https://www.westview.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/LentenDevotions2012.pdf

As we enter the month of March, we continue our 40 

days of Lent.  Traditionally, this is a time of prayer, 

meditation and spiritual renewal. Lent also presents us 

as a people of faith with a challenge–one that directs our 

attentions toward God in spite of the everyday chaos in 

our lives and our world. 

 

In the Lenten Season, we are also called to a time of 

penitence, introspection, and realization of our 

humanity. This means we must confront guilt and 

failings in our lives, as well as work on mending our 

broken relationships with God and one another. The 

Lenten season should be one that assists us in 

recognizing the presence of God’s hope and love in the 

crevices and gaps of life. 

 

March is Women’s History Month, and it marks the 

celebration of biblical, historical and contemporary 

women who have responded to the call of peace, justice, 

equality, and humanity in the world. This month should 

also be a reminder that the celebration of the manifold 

gifts and contributions of women should not be limited 

to one month—or set time, but all the time. Women’s 

History Month is also a time of celebrating and 

acknowledging the ways that women both locally and 

globally, inspire, transform and enhance our lives. 

 

Since many of the women's suffrage centennial 

celebrations originally scheduled for 2020 were 

curtailed, the National Women's History Alliance is 

Extending the Centennial through 2021. The 100th 

anniversary of the ratification of the Nineteenth 

Amendment, adopted on August 26, 1920, was the 

culmination of a century-long struggle to secure 

women’s right to vote. United Methodists might wonder 

what role the church played in that fight. Many know 

that Methodists have a long history of strong, leading 

women. Susanna Wesley, John and Charles’ mother, is 

often called the mother of Methodism for her role in 

teaching and spiritually forming her children. John 

Wesley accepted laywomen preachers and class leaders. 

In America, names like Barbara Heck, Phoebe Palmer, 

and Fanny Crosby quickly come to mind. In fact, 

American Methodists played a crucial role in the 

advancement of women in the nineteenth century. While 

there is much history of Methodist involvement with the 

women’s suffrage movement left to uncover, Methodists 

did play a significant role in securing women the right to 

vote. Knowing some of this history is critical to a full 

understanding of Methodist DNA. 

 

Methodism, in terms of its various national bodies, was 

long in making a statement on women’s suffrage. The 

General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

(MEC), for example, was slow to support women’s right 

to vote. In a resolution, adopted by the General 

Conference in 1916, its members finally declared the 

belief that women should be given political franchise. 

The rationale was largely about women’s faithfulness in 

working for the church and how they might assist the 

advancement of practical Christianity through political 

voice. Yet, the resolution does indicate the belief that 

justice was at stake. By the time the United States 

ratified the Nineteenth Amendment, Methodist papers 

largely reflected the denominational declaration. One 

example is the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate that called 

the success of the women’s rights movement a response 

to “palpably unjust and unreasonable discrimination.” 

 

Suffice it to say, the work to secure women’s suffrage 

was long and hard-fought. What is more, Methodists—

although certainly not in a unified way—played an 

active role in the cause, and the case can be made that 

Methodism itself provided room for the advancement of 

women which aided the cause of women’s suffrage. 

 

Praise to you, women leaders of the seven continents, 

for your many works of justice. 

Praise to you, women leaders of Asia, for confronting 

trafficking of women. 

Praise to you, women leaders of Africa, for raising your 

voices to stop AIDS. 

Praise to you, women leaders of Europe, for your 

peacekeeping. 

Praise to you, women leaders of North America, for 

confronting economic inequities and racism. 

Praise to you, women leaders of South America, for 

struggling against U.S. domination of your land. 

Praise to you, women leaders in Antarctica, for your 

scientific research. 

Praise to you, women leaders of Australia, for 

supporting indigenous cultures. Amen.  (By Diann Neu) 
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Third Week of Lent: Forgiveness 

 

This week’s passages focus on forgiving and loving others, even when they hurt us, even when they hate us. These are 

hard passages for many (maybe most!) people, and justice-loving, fairness-seeking children may find them especially 

difficult to swallow. Allow for enough time to talk with your kids about their questions. 

 

Sunday, 7 March 2021 - Third Sunday of Lent 

 

 Scripture: Matthew 18:21-22 

 Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are faithful to forgive us when we hurt You and when we hurt others. Help us to forgive 

others as you forgive us. Amen. 

 Question: Jesus said we need to forgive people when they hurt us. When is it easy to forgive someone? When is it 

hard? 

 

Monday, 8 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Matthew 18:23-27 (preface this verse with “Jesus said…”) 

 Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to know that You are merciful and kind, like the master in this story, and that You 

always forgive us. Amen. 

 Question: How do you think the man who owed his master a lot of money felt when he was asked to pay back his 

debt? How do you think he felt when the master forgave that debt? 

 

Tuesday, 9 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Matthew 18:28-30 (This is a continuation of yesterday’s story, so you’ll want to review that before 

reading.) 

 Prayer: Jesus, help us to forgive other people, even when we don’t want to. Amen. 

 Question: Why should the man have shown mercy to his fellow servant? Why do you think he didn’t? 

 

Wednesday, 10 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Matthew 18:31-34 (This is a continuation of yesterday’s story, so you’ll want to review that before 

reading.) 

 Prayer: Jesus, help us to forgive other people the way You forgive us. Amen. 
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 Question: Why was the master angry with the servant? How do you think the servant felt when the master put 

him in prison?  

Still I Rise (Maya Angelou - 1928-2014) 

 

You may write me down in history 

With your bitter, twisted lies, 

You may trod me in the very dirt 

But still, like dust, I’ll rise. 

 

Does my sassiness upset you? 

Why are you beset with gloom? 

’Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells 

Pumping in my living room. 

Just like moons and like suns, 

With the certainty of tides, 

Just like hopes springing high, 

Still I’ll rise. 

 

Did you want to see me broken? 

Bowed head and lowered eyes? 

Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 

Weakened by my soulful cries? 

 

Does my haughtiness offend you? 

Don’t you take it awful hard 

’Cause I laugh like I’ve got gold mines 

Diggin’ in my own backyard. 

 

You may shoot me with your words, 

You may cut me with your eyes, 

You may kill me with your hatefulness, 

But still, like air, I’ll rise. 

 

Does my sexiness upset you? 

Does it come as a surprise 

That I dance like I’ve got diamonds 

At the meeting of my thighs? 

 

Out of the huts of history’s shame 

I rise 

Up from a past that’s rooted in pain 

I rise 

I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide, 

Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 

 

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 

I rise 

Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 

I rise 

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 

I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 

I rise 

I rise 

I rise. 

 

 

Thursday, 11 March 2021 

 Scripture: Luke 6:27-28 (preface this verse with “Jesus said…”) 

 Prayer: Jesus, sometimes it is very, very hard to forgive other people, and we need You to help us love them. 

Please help us to want to forgive and to love. Amen. 

 Question: Who is unkind to you? How do you feel when Jesus says to love that person? Is there something you 

could do (or stop doing) to show love to that person? 

 

Friday, 12 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Luke 6:32-35 (preface this verse with “Jesus said…”) 

 Prayer: Jesus, some people are very hard to love, but You love them anyway. Help us to be like You and to love 

even the people we don’t like very much. Amen. 

 Question: When have you given something without expecting anything in return? How can we do that now, 

during Lent? 

 

Saturday, 13 March 2021 

 

 Scripture: Luke 15:8-10 (preface this verse with “Jesus said…”) 

 Prayer: Jesus, sometimes we are lost. Help us to rejoice when You find us. Amen. 
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 Question: When have you lost something important to you? If you found it, how did that make you feel? How do 

you think God feels when people repent? (Repentance is when someone turns away from doing wrong things and 

turns toward God.) 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
 

 Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, prayers for successful upcoming surgery and containment of growth; Mr. 
Alan Kempf for strength as he’s provided times of rest and refreshment; alankempf33@gmail.com; 
414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

 Bro. Martin Martinelli, healing and restoration after Ischemic stroke and pending surgery to replace 
infected mitral heart valve; 659 South 14th Ave. West Bend. WI 53095 

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du 
Lac Ave., Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Vivien Loomis, healing and strength after surgery; 1119 Schmidt Road, #1, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength and ability to meet the challenges and changes that will occur during the 

next few months; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, West Bend, WI  53095 

 5th Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 
 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  
 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 

502 Crocus Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 
53095 

 Ms. Sandy Abuya, strength and continued healing; 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086 
 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; 

W193 N16339 Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 
 

Prayer: Siblings of Christ, we All Have Wounds! When asked what was the greatest commandment, Christ responded: 
"You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest 
and the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself." – Matthew 22:37-39 We 
love God because He created us and loved us first.  We are created in His image and likeness and so we are made to 
love Him and all the reflections of Him in His creation.  
 
Healing is the first step to a life of peace that surpasses understanding and the eternal Joy that Christ has promised those 
who love Him. As Saint Augustine wrote in his Confessions, "Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is 
restless until it finds its rest in thee." 
 
Loving God, I pray that you will comfort me in my suffering, lend skill to the hands of my healers, and bless the means 
used for my cure. Give me such confidence in the power of your grace, that even when I am afraid, I may put my whole 
trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

With passionate hope and love, your humble Pastor-servant leaders, 
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com

