
  

HOLY TUESDAY 2021~ Tuesday, March 30, 2021 ~ 5th Ave. United Methodist Church 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

A CALL TO BE ONE                                  “Holy Week Passports”                                  
Too many Christians go straight from the Palm Sunday parade to the Easter alleluias and totally miss what happened 
in between. They are conspicuously absent from Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. So, they miss 
exploring the key stories of the faith on the nights when those stories have the most power. It does not have to be 
that way. Holy Week Passport includes scripture, songs, poems, and other references for each of these special days. 
 
PROCLAMATION  
Like the Pharisees we are quick to condemn the faults of others, often as a means of justifying ourselves. We cannot 
expect Christ to approve self-righteous indignation at our neighbor's weakness. He gives us the example of prudent 
silence and the incontrovertible principle: "He that is without sin . . . let him first cast a stone." In the face of these 
words and the consciousness of our own sinfulness, do we dare to condemn another? We have need to remember 
that only God can read the heart of humanity and that He alone can judge the guilt or merit of an action. 
 
WELCOME/OPENING REMARKS                                                                                                            
Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat 
at the right hand of the throne of God. (HEBREWS 12:1 b–2) Come. Let us worship together on this Holy Tuesday. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Leader:  God of strength and mercy, by the suffering of your Son you made the cross to be for us the means of life. 
Grant that we may walk the way of the cross, and find it the way of our life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Praises, glory and honor to you alone forever.  Lifegiving God, receive our praise.  
 
RESPONSORY 
Leader: Let us glory in the cross of Jesus Christ. Through him we have salvation, life, and resurrection. 
All: Cross of Christ, tree of hope. 
Leader: For us he became obedient even to death on a cross; because of this God exalted him above every name. 
All: Cross of Christ, tree of hope. 
 
HYMN.           “Make Me a Servant” 
 
Make me a servant 
Humble and meek 
Lord let me lift up 
Those who are weak 
And may the prayer 

Of my heart always be 
Make me a servant 
Make me a servant 
Make me a servant today 

 
 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/heart
https://www.definitions.net/definition/servant


LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD (Adapted from: https://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/holy-tuesday.htm 

 
Holy Tuesday – Challenge His Deity 
The significance of Holy Tuesday is not easily grasped. In a single day, Jesus would simultaneously condemn the 
religious authorities while confirming His deity. The cleansing of the Temple on Holy Monday caused the Pharisees to 
question Jesus’ right to do “these things.” Jesus had not received His authority from the religious leaders so they 
wanted answers. Attempts were made to force Jesus to state that He had divine power from God. Then He could be 
charged with blasphemy, even arrested. Knowing their motives, Jesus agreed to answer their questions if they first 
answered whether John the Baptist’s work was human or divine. If divine, John’s preaching affirmed Jesus as divine. If 
human, those who followed John would riot. It was the Sanhedrin’s responsibility to know the difference between 
true and false prophets, yet they shamefully admitted they didn’t know. Thus, Jesus did not answer their question. 
(Matthew 21:23–27; Mark 11:27–33). 
 
Holy Tuesday – Discredit His Power 
On Holy Tuesday, the conspiracies to trap Jesus escalated. Israel’s religious leaders had one goal: to get rid of Jesus of 
Nazareth. If this meant cooperating with a lifelong enemy, any means would be justified. So, the Pharisees, who 
opposed Rome and its intrusion on the Jewish way of life and the Herodians, supporters of Herod the Great, joined 
forces. Even the Sadducees, religious liberals who denied a resurrection, angels, or spirits, attempted to discredit 
Jesus. This time Jesus did not remain silent: 

 Tribute to Caesar (Matthew 22:15–22) – Aware of their hypocrisy, Jesus reminded the Pharisees and 
Herodians that a sphere of authority belongs to God. Man has responsibilities in both political and spiritual 
matters. 

 Marriage at the Resurrection (Mark 12:18–27) – In response to their fictitious story of seven brothers, Jesus 
revealed the Sadducees’ ignorance of the Scriptures and God’s power to overcome death and give life. 

 Whose Son is Christ (Matthew 22:41–46) – Jesus questioned the Pharisees regarding the Messiah’s coming 
from the line of David. Contrary to the Pharisees’ claim that He was a human son of David, Jesus quoted Psalm 
110:1 in which David ascribed deity to Him. 

Jesus warned the crowds and disciples about the hypocrisy and unbelief of the nation’s religious leaders. By imposing 
eternal restrictions, the truth remained hidden. Jesus pronounced seven condemnations (“Woes”) addressing the 
false religion that was abhorrent to God (Matthew 23:13–33). When a (Mosaic) Law expert was sent to question Jesus 
about The Greatest Commandment, Jesus quickly summarized the entire Ten Commandments into two. The Old 
Testament established these two points: Love for God and love for others who are made in God’s image (Matthew 
22:34–40). 
 

Holy Tuesday – Be Prepared 
How painful that Holy Tuesday must have been to cause Jesus to utter His final lament over the city of Jerusalem 
(John 12:37–40). Even before His crucifixion, Jesus’ heart would be pierced by Israel’s lack of faith. Their failure to 
recognize His deity left the people unprepared. The mourning of the nation of Israel would be great (Zechariah 12:10–
11). Soon the Temple would be destroyed and Jerusalem with it. As Jesus left the Temple, His disciples asked two 
critical questions: “When will this happen [the destruction of the Temple], and what will be the sign of your coming 
and the end of the age?” This prompted Jesus’ prophetic Olivet Discourse found in Matthew 24–25. He not only 
answered their questions, but presented practical lessons for those who will be living at that time, encouraging them 
to be faithful, watchful, and prepared. These lessons are relevant to all believers—in any Age. 
 

SENDING AND BLESSING 
Leader:  Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate the mysteries of the Lord's Passion that we may merit to 
receive your pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
All: This is our strong foundation.  We will follow Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life.  Amen. 
 

 


