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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

A CALL TO BE ONE                                  “Holy Week Passports”                                  
Too many Christians go straight from the Palm Sunday parade to the Easter alleluias and totally miss what happened 
in between. They are conspicuously absent from Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. So, they miss 
exploring the key stories of the faith on the nights when those stories have the most power. It does not have to be 
that way. Holy Week Passport includes scripture, songs, poems, and other references for each of these special days. 
 

PROCLAMATION             
Key moments of Holy Week lead-up to the crucifixion of Jesus during Christianity's most sacred week. Also called "Spy 
Wednesday," the last Wednesday before Easter Sunday. It is called Spy Wednesday because it is traditionally thought 
of as the day Judas Iscariot conspired to betray Jesus in exchange for 30 pieces of silver. The beginning of Matthew 26 
appears to place Judas' plotting at two days before Good Friday.  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Leader:  Most merciful God, your blessed Son, our Savior, was betrayed, whipped, and his face spat upon. Grant us 
grace to endure the sufferings of the present time, to overcome all that seeks to overwhelm us, confident of the glory 
that shall yet be revealed; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
All: Praises, glory and honor to you alone forever.  Lifegiving God, receive our praise.  
 
HYMN          “What Wondrous Love Is This”            UMH 292 
 
LISTENING TO THE WORD OF GOD:       Mark 14:1-11          Reflection 
“After two days” is not as precise as you might think. Using Jewish reckoning of time, this could mean “the next day.” 
And it does seem that this is Wednesday morning or afternoon. 
 
The context is very bloody in this section of Mark. It’s a turning point. 
● Passover- a conspiracy to kill him. 
● The cross is coming. 
● The Lamb of God will soon be slain. 
● Jesus’ death will transform the meaning of the Passover. (cf., 1 Cor 5:7) 
● Christians will remember this time when the Lamb of God was slain for our sins. 
● Everything in these three sections foreshadow the cross: 
o Plot 
o The ointment for burial 
o Judas’ betrayal 
 

These leaders hate Jesus. 
● They’re jealous of him. 
● They’re threatened by him. 
● They’re enraged by his teaching and actions in the temple. 
● They call him a blasphemer. 
● They want him dead. 



● This is the climax of what we’ve read earlier about their hatred (Mark 11:18; 12:12; 3:6) 
● This is a Psalm 2 kind of thing: Setting themselves up against the Anointed. But God will have the 
last word. (See also Psalm 10:7-11; 31:13; 54:3; 71:10). 
 

They’re also cowardly and conniving. 
● They don’t want to go after him publicly. 
● They will opt to get him in the dead of night in the secluded Gethsemane. 
● Judas will help them do their dirty work. 
o But their attempt to silently put him away won’t work! 
o Soon the whole world will know what they’ve done! 
● They feared the crowds (many were attracted to Jesus). 
● The Roman Governor normally moved to Jerusalem during this time from his headquarters in 
Caesarea in order to monitor the crowds 
 

While this passage gives us a beautiful picture of faith, it also describes an ugly alternative. Look at verses 10 and 11: 
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. [11] And 
when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an opportunity to betray him. 
Notice that verses 10 and 11 are the resolution of verses 1 and 2. The actions of Jesus bring resolution to the dilemma 
of the religious leaders. So right in the middle of these bookends, in the middle of this story of betrayal we are given a 
picture of faithfulness. 
 

Judas exemplifies the fact that though one came seem to be a devoted follower, the focus of that devotion can be 
misplaced. Judas had had enough. His hopes for the cause of Christ were shattered time and time again. He was tired 
of this talk about suffering and faith. He was tired of Jesus’ backward ideas about what was truly valuable. If he wasn’t 
going to profit with Jesus, he would find some other path to the reward and gain he sought. When we are first 
devoted to a cause, and not a king, when our commitment is to the cause above all else, we will eventually move 
away from the king. Why? Because the cause will no longer be His cause...it will be ours. 
 

Brothers and sisters, friends, we need to know that Tuesday, that Tuesday of 'the week that changed everything', it 
involved more than a withered fig tree. The rest of Mark 11, and all of chapter 12 tell us about the efforts of the 
Jewish leaders to challenge Jesus, to trip him up, to discredit him, to humiliate him. You see, they had always been in 
that place Judas eventually found himself: committed to their own agenda, and closed off to God's. 
 

This Holy Wednesday, please be honest with yourself. Please accept that every single one of us, including you, 
including me, can find ourselves in that same place. But if and when you do, think about this extravagant sacrifice 
inspired by affectionate faith? Better still, think about the extravagant sacrifice of Jesus for you. 
 

Tuesday of this holy week changed everything and pointed us toward a needy, but faith-filled heart, both softened 
and empowered by grace. And on Wednesday, Jesus has shown us even more about that heart. But where does that 
heart come from?  A sacrifice like Wednesday's (anointing of Jesus with priceless oil) is only possible through a 
sacrifice like Friday's. Mary's heart was a picture of the heart Jesus wants to give us, the heart He purchased for us 
with his own blood. Brothers and sisters, friends, God calls us to simply believe and ask. 
 

Is there anything more beautiful than the cross of Jesus, where “sorrow and love flow mingled down” for us? Come to 
the cross this Holy Wednesday. Return to the cross on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Don't let anything hinder 
you, for God has said nothing should keep us away. The door is open wide. By God's grace, through faith in Jesus, may 
our lives this day and this week be lived for the King, and not simply his cause. Amen. 
 

SENDING AND BLESSING 
One: Go into this holy week raising your voice: shouting for justice, speaking your questions, naming even your 
doubts aloud. 
Many: We will ask for God’s salvation. 
One: Dare to hope and dream that change can come. Change will come. Love will endure again. 
Many: May love find us when we are silent. 
All:  This is our strong foundation.  We will follow Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life.  Amen. 


