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PRAYER: “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give 

you a future and a hope." – Jeremiah 29:11 Amen. 

 

Black History Month: “A Divine Dress Code” 

 

Every year, Black History Month stands as a time for us to not only reflect on our collective history and remember 

those who laid everything on the line for our freedoms, but to reignite our dedication to dismantling systemic barriers 

that prevent our nation from truly having “justice for all.”  

 

This past year has fully thrown back the curtain on systemic racism in this country and laid bare the systemic 

oppression that we still must address, from discrimination at the ballot box, injustices in the workplace, systemic 

racism in schools, and oppression in our criminal justice system.  

 

As a faith leader, the inequities my parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents battled have been passed down to 

me. As Black and Brown people, we’re still fighting, hoping, and praying for the day when all people will be 

sincerely equal. To that end, we’ve also inherited a legacy filled with tenacity, fortitude, and the will to make equality, 

justice for all, and the beloved community for all a real and achievable reality.  

 

Our heroes may be different, but they are there nonetheless. These past weeks of Black History month has been about 

recognizing and giving proper space for the struggle and the accomplishments of the African Diaspora. From the 

hard-won legal battles, to the civil disobedience that helped pass new legislation, to the art, music, and literature that 

expressed our pain, our anger, our hopes, and our joy through color, sound, and prose. The hope is that one day the 

month of February will not have to be set aside to acknowledge the accomplishments is about our people, and it’s 

about our journey. 

 

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 

bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ 

forgave you, so you also must do.  But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.  

 

How important is your clothing?  You can tell a lot about people just from the clothes they wear.  The clothes we 

choose to wear often reflect our status, our values, and even our priorities.  At Hollywood red carpet affairs, the 

question usually asked by reporters is, “Who are you wearing?"  The clothing a person wears can often reflect their 

socioeconomic status, mood, or even their character. 

 

Clothing is referred to often in the scriptures as far back as the Garden of Eden.  The Father was the first to provide 

clothing for Adam and Eve after the fall.  We know initially they resided in the Garden naked and unashamed; they 

had no need for clothing because they were living in the perfect environment provided by God.  However, after the 

fall they could no longer live there.  And yet, God did not send them out naked as seen in Genesis 3: 21-24.  Also, for 

Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the 

man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.  And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of 

life, and eat, and live forever, therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from 

which he was taken.  So, He drove out the man and woman and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, 

and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.  The garments the Lord provided for 

them were made by God Himself, and worn close to the skin. 

 

The New Testament refers to clothing imagery three different, but yet very closely related, aspects of the believer's 

relationship with God. First, the imagery of clothing in relationship to our union with Christ that happens at the 

moment of conversion which Paul writes about in Galatians 3:26-27.  “For you are all sons of God through faith in 

Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 

 

The second type of imagery, of which we will focus more closely on, vividly portrays the transformation that results 

from our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Paul gives us instruction in Romans 13:13-14.  Let us walk properly, as in 
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the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  In our focus passage for this message, Paul reminds us 

that sometimes the command is to do exactly what Colossians 3:12 states.  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 

beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering. This call to "put on" these godly 

characteristics are rooted in our status of those who are holy, chosen and loved by God. 

 

The third clothing imagery mentioned in the New Testament is in regards to the transformation of our bodies that will 

take place when we are resurrected from the dead.  Paul explains that in 1 Corinthians 15:53. For this corruptible must 

put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.   

 

What we clothe ourselves is an essential part of our everyday lives.  Many people take the time to choose what they 

are going to wear for the day and will even make a last check at the mirror before stepping out the door for the day.  

And the more important the event one is attending the longer it will take for them to get ready.  Some people’s closets 

are filled with so many choices of clothing to wear for any event or time of day. However, in the spiritual realm the 

reality is that there are only two types of clothing that can be worn, the Old Person or the New Person. The old person 

is the flesh, sinful fallen humanity, the new person is a born-again believer; one who has been raised in Christ.  The 

new person is otherwise known as “the elect of God”. 

 

One of the hardest things for man to do is to forgive others as Christ forgave us, and yet, it is something that we as 

believers are commanded to do. The first step in forgiving someone is too always remember what God forgave us 

from and what it cost Him, in doing this it should make us much more generous with forgiveness. Next to love, 

forgiveness is most likely the most essential component of human relationships, simply because we are fallen, we will 

most assuredly offend or be offended by those we have relationship with at one time or another.  God holds back His 

anger a very long time when we sin against Him.  He bears with us a long time, even when we sorely provoke Him. 

 

What is the proper dress code for God’s people? In Colossians 3:12-14, Paul gives us a new dress code of seven 

garments to wear every day. These garments never go out of style! 

 

Put on COMPASSION. (v.12) When Jesus saw a crowd, He looked on them with compassion. Compassion comes 

from two words: com and passion, meaning “with passion.” But remember that Thomas Aquinas said, “I’d rather feel 

compassion than know the meaning of it.” 

 

Put on KINDNESS. (v.12) Kindness is the oil that takes the friction out of life. Albert Schweitzer said that “constant 

kindness can accomplish much. As the sun makes ice melt, kindness causes misunderstanding, mistrust, and hostility 

to evaporate.” A little boy said that Christianity “helps make bad people good, and makes good people kind.” Mark 

Twain said, “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” 

 

Put on HUMILITY. (v.12) Insecure people demand special recognition. A secure person is one whose life exhibits 

humility. When we learn to walk the road of humility, we are not bothered by heavy traffic. A friend said, “Humility 

is like underwear – it should always be worn but never show.” 

 

Put on GENTLENESS. (v.12) In our modern-day society, gentleness is almost a lost commodity. God is gentle with 

us, and gentleness should never suggest weakness or impotence. It was used to describe powerful war horses who 

have been skillfully trained to instantly obey their masters. It’s a word which suggests power under complete control. 

 

Put on PATIENCE. (v.12) Someone said that “Patience is something you admire in the driver behind you, but not in 

the driver ahead of you.” Practice patience 24/7! 

 

Put on FORGIVENESS. (v.13) The Mayo Clinic reports “when someone you care about hurts you, you can hold onto 

anger, resentment, and thoughts of revenge or embrace forgiveness and move forward.” If we refuse to forgive, it 

causes us to become depressed, live in the past, bring anger and bitterness into every new relationship, and lose 
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purpose in life. Forgiveness helps make our mistakes not turn into wounds that run and fester but scars that have no 

pain. 

 

Put on LOVE. My good friend, Dr. David Thrasher, who is a pulmonologist on the frontline treating Covid-19 

patients, said that he was asked by medical students what was the best medicine he had ever seen. He replied, “love.” 

They laughed and then asked, “What if that doesn’t work?” Dr. Thrasher said, “increase the dose.” It’s time to 

increase the dose!  ML King said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness – only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 

hate – only love can do that.” Join the new dress code trend! What would the world look like if everybody dressed 

exactly like you? 

 

God’s road is a road of love, and there are no detours on it; so, there is no danger of getting lost when you follow it. 

The devil will try to get you to take a crossroad, but you must stay on the straight road. Strait is the gate, and narrow 

is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it (Matthew 7:14). That strait gate is on this side of the 

narrow road, and you go through that gate when you are saved. Then you will be on the straight, narrow road, and 

even a child can follow that road. 

 

Unfortunately, most people don’t want to walk that road, and they try to satisfy themselves in all kinds of ways; but it 

never works. Love will cause you to do right and to treat people right. Love will cause you to treat God as the 

Almighty God He is and to treat Christ as the Savior He is. It will cause you to treat the Holy Ghost as the teacher, 

comforter and guide He is. You have to let divinity teach you love as you stay in the Lord’s presence. 

 

Jesus shed divine blood for salvation and healing. Without divine love, there would be no healing for us today; but 

with it, there is healing through the blood of Jesus for whatever disease or affliction you may have—cancer, heart 

trouble, AIDS, diabetes or anything else. With his stripes [Jesus’ blood stripes] we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). 

 

O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together (Psalm 34:3). Use the great love of God that flows to 

you daily and rejoice in it. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


