
THE SEVENTH WORD ~ Luke 23:46-49 “Father, into your hands...” 
 But all...stood at a distance, watching these things. 
Seventh candle is extinguished. 
 
Hymn #288 “Were You There” (4,5)  
 
CLOSING MEDITATION  
 
Loving God, you sent Jesus Christ to save us. We have betrayed him. We 
have denied him. We have abandoned, mocked and crucified him. Have 
mercy on us, O God. God, of grace and peace, help and heal the wounded 
in your world, receive the dying into your embrace, and comfort those 
who mourn. Strengthen rescue and relief workers who protect and       
provide for others in the midst of chaos. Give leaders the wisdom and 
determination to understand the causes of hatred and prevent it from 
gaining force. Put an end to all violence and war, and restrain the impulse 
to use injustice to seek justice. Continue to pour out your mercy upon the 
victims of violence all around your world, in those places we name and in 
the places we forget or ignore. Surround us all with your grace and bring 
peace to our weary world. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION— By his stripes we are healed. By his wounds, we are 
made whole. Go in the name of Jesus Christ and live in the salvation made 
possible by the Goodness of this Friday. Amen.  

Worshipers leave in silence 

 
Come and see the tomb is 
empty; come and see where 
he lay; death could not hold 
him; he has risen from the 
grave. Come! 
 
 

5th Ave. UMC Sunrise Service - 4 April 2021 @ 7:00 a.m. 
The Martinelli’s Soulful Sunrise Breakfast  

(5th Ave. UMC Fellowship Hall) - 4 April 2021 @ 8:00 a.m. 
5th Ave. UMC Easter Service - 4 April 2021 @ 9:30 a.m. 

All Are Welcome! 

Good Friday Service- 
A Contemplative Service of 
Darkness & Light based on 

the 7 “last words”                   
Jesus spoke from the cross.  

WELCOME to The Good Friday service at 5th Ave. United     
Methodist Church. We are glad you could be with us to          
remember our Lord’s death, by which he won eternal life for us. 

Good Friday is not a “funeral” for Jesus, but a somber           
celebration of the Lamb of God and his sacrifice on our behalf. 
Our worship service is contemplative – a time in which we quiet 
ourselves in order to open our hearts, minds and souls to the 
ministry and Presence of God within us.  

We will be remembering Jesus’ seven words from the cross. The 
bare  altar, symbolic of Christ, is the focus along with the large 
cross in the   sanctuary. A simple lectern is used to symbolize 
Christ’s abandonment by his disciples after Maundy Thursday. 
The service is highly thoughtful in nature and is celebrated  
simply and not hurried. The service ends in  silence. The       
congregation hears no closing blessing in this service, because 
Christ’s death on the cross was not the end. We eagerly wait to              
reassemble on Easter morning ((Sunrise Service, 4 April 2021 @ 
7:00 a.m.; The Martinelli’s Soulful Sunrise Breakfast @ 8:00 a.m. 
& Easter Service, 4 April 2021 @ 9:30 a.m.) ) when we celebrate 
the empty tomb and our Lord’s triumphant resurrection. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray: 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously behold us, the         
siblings for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be    
betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer 
death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



BIDDING 

Leader: Dear people of God: On this annual commemoration of our 
Lord’s passion and death, the Church throughout the world comes to 
stand at the foot of the cross of Christ, to meditate on his saving death, to 
claim his undying love, and to grieve for our sins for which he suffered 
and died. Let us hear and heed in Holy   Scripture the account of his  
faithfulness and loyalty in the face of betrayal, agony, and abandonment. 
Let us take our place at the foot of the cross, to stand there with Mary and 
the disciples whom Jesus loved. Let us contemplate our Lord’s passion,    
meditate on his loving self-sacrifice, and reflect on the gift of new life he 
offers from the cross. But first, let us pray for the world Christ died to 
save.  
 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of all, we bring to the foot of the cross 
the world you died to save. We bring all whose lives are torn apart by war 
and civil unrest. We bring those who suffer for their faith. We bring those 
who feel abandoned by their friends and by you. We bring those who are 
afraid and alone, and are bewildered by the demands and challenges of life. 
We bring those who have been tortured and their perpetrators. We bring 
those who are on death row. We bring those who are burdened by their 
sins. We bring those who are struggling to live faithfully amidst trials and 
temptations. Let our contemplation of your death save us and your world. 
Amen. 

And now as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy   
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
MEDIATING MUSIC 
 
A LITANY FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
 
Leader: Our Savior now enters the valley of the shadow of death, where 
evil waits in savage glee. Lord, hold your child in your arms, even as his 
arms, stretched wide on a cross, embrace us. Our Savior submits now to 
the worst that all the powers of earth and hell can array against him. Our 
Savior suffers by human deceptions twisted in torture yet intercedes on 
behalf of the good of all. Though we stand at a distance, we pray with our 
Lord: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 
 

We pray for all in the world who know the trauma of death’s ever-stalking 
presence and destruction’s delight in feeding upon our fear. We pray for 
all who scoff at this cross because they have been wounded by it or be-
cause they do not understand. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. We pray for ourselves, who choose to stand at a dis-
tance, afraid to enter into the full mystery of your redemptive power. In 
this trembling hour of terror, O God, grant us faith that we may continue 
to trust in your presence, even when defeat and despair seem to triumph. 
In this hour of dread, grant us hope that, though our Lord is dead and 
buried, his spirit of compassion may remain with us. Through your grace, 
help us to believe that your faithfulness will triumph even when our faith 
flees, and darkness rules the day. This we ask through Christ, your Son,  
our brother and Lord. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM:                “Once Upon A Tree” 
 
THE FIRST WORD ~ Luke 23:32-38 “Father, forgive them...” 
 First candle is extinguished. 
Silent Reflection  
 
THE SECOND WORD ~ Luke 23:39-43 “Jesus, remember me...” 
 Second candle is extinguished. 
 
Hymn #288 “Were You There” (1,2)  
 
THE THIRD WORD ~ John 19:23-27 “Woman, here is your son...” 
 Third candle is extinguished. 
Silent Reflection 
 
THE FOURTH WORD ~ Mark 15:33-34 “My God, my God...” 
 Fourth candle is extinguished 
Silent Reflection 
 
THE FIFTH WORD ~ John 19:28 “I am thirsty.” 
 Fifth candle is extinguished. 
 
Hymn #288 “Were You There” (3)  
 
THE SIXTH WORD ~ John 19:29-30 “It is finished.” 
Sixth candle is extinguished. 
Silent Reflection 
 
  


