
 
 

COMMUNION 

As a Lay Servant, I am not certified to bless the host for communion.  Pastor Clarissa has 

graciously blessed these elements so that I may perform the Communion ceremony.   

 

The Lord be with you 

P - And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

P - We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

P - It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Lord God of all, you have provided the grain from the field with which this bread was 

formed. We give thanks for the bounty of the harvest, and the hands which have 

fashioned it as nourishment.   

 

This is the body of Christ, broken for you. 

 

Jesus took the cup and blessed it, gave thanks for the fruit of the vine, given for those who 

were to drink of it.  Saying it was the blood of the new covenant, poured out for the 

forgiveness of sins. We give thanks for this blessing. 

 

Let us pray together: 

Loving and gracious God. we are thankful for this holy ceremony that includes your 

way of giving yourself to us. Grant that we may go out into the world with the 

strength of your spirit to help others.   

 

Liturgist:  Thank you for your precious son, Jesus, who taught us to pray this prayer: 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever.  Amen 

 

HYMN                             “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”            TFWS #2112 

 

As we leave the sanctuary, we will take items from the altar and the sanctuary in silence.    
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WORDS OF WELCOME 

We come to all of you as we virtually gather to recall the last days in our holy season of 

Lent. Today is Maundy Thursday.  The word Maundy comes from the Latin word 

MAUNDATUM which means commandment.  This refers to what Jesus called his "new" 

Commandment for his Disciples: "love one another as I have loved you."  He took love to a 

new level by showing love for his enemies, healing all that asked for his help, and 

forgiving all sinners.  In doing so he gave salvation to all mankind.    

 

UNISON PRAYER - Gracious and loving God, we are gathered as friends did with 

Jesus many years ago.  We are living in a broken and hurting world due to a virus, 

which has separated us physically but not in our hearts.  We, like the Disciples of 

Jesus, are confused, by these times.  Refresh us and make us whole with the cup of 

forgiveness.  Draw us closer to you as we profess our faithfulness and joy at the 

presence of your son Jesus in our lives and in our hearts.  Help us to keep steadfast in 

our prayers of gratitude as we go about our daily lives.  AMEN 

 

L - The Disciples and Jesus had gathered for the Passover Meal. Jesus knew that this would 

be the last time they would be together as he knew his fate.  Before they dined, he took off 

his outer robe and washed the feet of the Disciples then dried them with his robe.  It was 

confusing to them.  

 

Leader: Jesus explained that a Master is no greater than a Servant and that he was setting an 

example for how to live their lives. Jesus then explained that God was sending him to a 

place where they could not go.  This was upsetting to his Disciples.  These were men Jesus 

had personally selected to carry on his healing and compassion for anyone in need. And 

now he was abandoning them. 

 

L - Simon Peter asked: Why cannot I follow you?  I would lay down my life for you!   

 

Leader: Jesus replied:  You will lay down your life for me?  Very truly I tell you, before the 

cock crows you will have denied me 3 times.   

 

L - Thomas said:  Lord, we don't know where you are going.  How can we know the way?  

 

Leader: Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father 

except through me.  If you know me you will know my Father also. 

 

L - Philip said to him, Lord, show us the Father and we will be satisfied. 

 

Leader: Jesus replied, Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me?  Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  Do you not believe that I am in the Father 

and He is in me?  He went on to explain that all of his works and words were the Father's 

doing.  And that he, Jesus would do whatever they asked of him so that the Father would be 

glorified.  And whatever he asked of the Father would be given by an advocate who would 

be with them forever.  The Spirit of Truth that can neither be seen nor known.  But they 

would know this spirit because it abides with them and will always be in them.   

 

GOSPEL VIDEO                        "Through It All"                                     Andrae Crouch 
 

HOMILY                                                                                    Ellen Johnson, Lay Servant 

 

The song you just heard is a Gaither song.  The words, "for if I never had a problem how 

would I know that God can solve them" ring in my mind at times.  It is so easy to be 

confused about things that happen in our lives.  And yet, in retrospect, they seem to make 

sense.  God isn't punishing us, nor is he testing us, he puts problems in our lives to learn 

from them and to make us stronger. And He loves us!  Jesus was the ultimate teacher, and 

yet his Disciples seemed to have forgotten that aspect.  Maybe they thought they weren't 

ready to do things on their own, without Jesus beside them to guide them. That's a 

definition of Faith, isn't it?  And one of the hardest things is to 'let go' and allow God to 

take care of things.  Through it all, I've learned to trust in Jesus, I've learned to trust in God, 

as it says in the song.  So, keep praying and asking God for his help and know that He will 

do just that!   

 

HYMN                      “In Remembrance of Me”   TFWS #2254 

 

HAND WASHING 

Because we are doing this as a virtual service, please bear with us.  As I prepare this water 

to wash the hands of those with me today. you are invited, if you wish, to get a washcloth 

and wash your hands or the hands of those with you, or yourself.  We do this as a symbol 

of humility and togetherness with Jesus and his disciples.   

 

DUET                                   “Wondrous Love”                                 Dave & Polly Bertelsen 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lay Servant:  God of all, we ask your forgiveness for our sins. 

People:  We have betrayed Jesus, your son, by our actions and words.  

Lay Servant:  As the Disciples sat at the table, questioning Jesus, a part of us sat there with 

them and felt the same.  

People:  Forgive us for not acting with kindness towards others when we are angry  or 
confused. Put a feeling of kindness and love in our hearts. 

Lay Servant: Help us to set examples of Christian love towards others. AMEN 


