
~ THE EUCHARIST FROM ASCENSION DAY TO PENTECOST~ 

 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

 

Pastor: God of all goodness; People: hear our prayer. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

Loving God of both comfort and challenge; we have been blessed to know the feeling 
of being surrounded in your loving arms like a child. Yet we also know that is not a 
place we can stay. You send us to be part of the world – with all its ugliness, anger, 
hate, deceit, and betrayals – but not of the world. You call us to give, so that love, 
compassion, and hope might be set loose. We are not giving as those who are of the 
world – expecting to receive in the transaction. We give instead out of gratitude for 
your loving heart, made known to us in Christ. Use us in this way, we pray in the 
blessed name of Christ, who by your love overcame death. Amen. (John 17:6-19) 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:          “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”                        UMH 462 
 
  

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      
 

 
*All: Let us go into the world without the presence of fear because we know that the 
same God who created us is the same God who will walk with us, protecting us from 
this mean world that we live in. 
 
Pastor: People of God let us go into the new seasons of our lives. We go forth into growing 
and changing and living. Let us go with caring awareness for the world and all that is in it. We 
go to discover the needs and opportunities around us. We go onward in peace and be led out 
in joy. We go in God’s continuing presence, with the power to love and the strength to serve. 
 

POSTLUDE:          
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Ascension Day is the 40th day of Easter. It occurs 39 days after Easter Sunday. Ascension 
Day is one of the earliest Christian festivals dating back 68AD. According to the New 
Testament, Jesus Christ met several times with his disciples during the 40 days after his 
resurrection to instruct them on how to carry out his teachings. On the day of His. 
Ascension, Jesus commissions his disciples to continue his work, he promises the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, and then he is no longer among them in the flesh. The Ascension is closely 
connected with the theme of mission. 
 

The ascension of Jesus produced joy because the disciples realized what amazing benefits 
would come to them when Jesus returned to the Father. 
 

 

                                      Liturgist 
                                     Singer 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Senior Pastor 
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*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

   

ORGAN PRELUDE               
 

~WELCOME~ 

 

GREETING 
 
Pastor: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with joyful 
hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of 
the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and told them about the 
kin-dom of God. Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending 
into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers. Trusting in his reign over all 
creation, and submitting to his kingly yet loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting. Come 
let us worship together. 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535 or faumc.org 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      

 
CENTERING MUSIC  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP (Responsively)   
L: Today is Ascension Sunday when we celebrate Christ’s return to God. 
P: We look up in wonder as he is lifted from us into heaven! 
L: But this is not a time to gaze upward. There is work to be done. 
P: Jesus has entrusted the ministry of God’s love to us. 
L: Let’s get to work! 
P: Let’s make our hearts ready for the task ahead with prayer and praise! 
L: Amen 
P: AMEN! 
 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Unison) 
 
All: God, we thank you for the call to lead. We thank you for setting us apart for your 
service. We understand that every day is not going to be Sunday and that we shall face 
some cloudy days. So, Lord, we come asking for your grace. Give us your grace, so that 
we can face the hardships and not be overtaken but stand secure knowing that you are 
with us. Give us the favor of David and the wisdom of Solomon. Let our decisions be 
favorable in your sight and your people be blessed. It’s in Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Choosing to set aside judgment, God gives us justice; choosing to let go of punishment, 
God fills us with peace; choosing to release anger, God's steadfast love rests upon us. 
 
P: Forgiven, redeemed, restored—we will tell everyone, through the lives we lead, what 
God has done for us. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
HYMN                                           “My Hope Is Built”                                        UMH 368 

                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

John 17:6-11;18-19 The Passion Translation (TPT) 
(Responsively) 

 
L: Father, I have manifested who you really are and I have revealed you to the men and 
women hat you gave to me. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have 
fastened your Word firmly to their hearts. 
P: And now at last they know that everything I have is a gift from you, and the very 
words you gave to me to speak I have passed on to them. They have received your 
words and carry them in their hearts. They are convinced that I have come from your 
presence, and they have fully believed that you sent me to represent you. 
L: So, with deep love, I pray for my disciples. I’m not asking on behalf of the unbelieving 
world, 
but for those who belong to you, those you have given me. For all who belong to me now 
belong to you. And all who belong to you now belong to me as well, and my glory is revealed 
through their surrendered lives. 
P: Holy Father, I am about to leave this world to return and be with you, but my 
disciples will remain here. Holy Father, each one that you have given me, keep them in 
your name so that they will be united as one, even as we are one. 
All: “Your Word is truth! So, make them holy by the truth. I have commissioned them 
to represent me just as you commissioned me to represent you. And now I dedicate 
myself to them as a holy sacrifice so that they will live as fully dedicated to God and be 
made holy by your truth.” 
 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  P: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
SERMONIC VIDEO                         “Shout to the Lord”                       Darlene Zschech 
 

           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gn5CMSSAx_c 

 
SERMON     “Amen,” Not Just A Spoken Amen, But A Lived Amen”    Pastor Clarissa 

 



 
The Eucharist from Ascension Day to Pentecost 

 
Pastor Clarissa: Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. If you love me, 
rejoice because I am going to the Father’. Alleluia. (John 14:27,28) The peace of the Lord be always 
with you  
All: and also, with you. 
 
Pastor Clarissa: Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, by whose love heaven is 
opened, by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
All: Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you 
All: and also, with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: it is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Leader: It is indeed right and good, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you 
thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ the King of glory. Born of 
a woman, he came to the rescue of our human race. Dying for us, he trampled death and 
conquered sin. By the glory of his resurrection, he opened the way to life eternal and by his 
ascension, gave us the sure hope that where he is we may also be. Therefore, the universe 
resounds with Easter joy and with choirs of angels we sing for ever to your praise: 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Pastor Clarissa: We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as 
we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be 
for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died, he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended, he took the cup of wine. Again, he praised you, gave it to them and 
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. So, 
Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made 

once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we 
proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life: Lord Jesus, come in 
glory. 
 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice 
and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favor on your people, gather us in your 
loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ, 
and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, O 
loving Father, for ever and ever 
All: Amen. 
 
Looking for the coming of his kingdom, let us pray with confidence as our Savior has taught 
us: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All: Now we are raised to new life. 
We were buried in your tomb. 
All: Now we share in your resurrection. 
Live in us, that we may live in you. 
All: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Unison) 
 
Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament live in the unity of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may show forth your gifts to all the world. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR YOUTH~ 

 
Worship this final week of Eastertide is a celebration of living the Resurrection with the 
Resurrected One at our side. It is a reminder that we are not alone, that we continue to journey 
with the One who calls us and the One who saves us; even as we look forward to the One 
who will empower us to continue the work of building toward the Kin-dom of God. 
 
The scripture today is part of Jesus’ final prayer over his disciples.  
 
The ice breaker is designed to get students thinking “out of this world.”  
 
In this ice breaker, students will design their very own alien. Jesus says in John 17, verse 14, “I 
do not belong to the world.” Let’s see who can design the coolest, most out of -this world 
alien creature. Hand out (or have students go gather) paper and something to draw with. 
Markers, crayons, colored pencils are all great if you have them. Give students about five 
minutes to work; then have those who would like to share their aliens to do so. 
 
Discussion: dig deep into what Jesus’ call and mission is for all of us while we’re on this planet. 
Today we are going to look at a somewhat confusing final prayer that Jesus says to his 
disciples. 
 
Read John 17; focus on John 17:6-19. 
 
Our scripture reading today from the Gospel of John is part of Jesus’ farewell prayer that he 
prays over the disciples. Ask students to think about what Jesus is saying to his disciples and to 
us through this prayer. 
 

 If you were to summarize this reading, what would you say? 

 What was confusing about what we just read? What didn’t make sense? 

 What is Jesus doing in this passage and to whom is he talking? [Answer: Jesus is praying over 

his followers/disciples. He is talking to God.] 

 Jesus says in verse 7 and 8, “Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 

for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 

know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.” Who is Jesus 

referring to and what is he trying to say here? 

 What do you think verse 10 means? How does this verse make you feel? 

 What is Jesus praying over the disciples in verse 11? [He is praying for their protection and that 

they would be united.] 

 How does it make you feel to know that Jesus prays for you and me? 

 In verse 12, Jesus talks again of this protection; however, there is one person who was “lost.” 

Who was that person? [Answer: Judas.] 

 Verse 14 says, “and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world.” What 

do you think this means? [Answer: Like Jesus, the disciples (and you and I) have been called to 

be sanctified or set apart from this world. We are called to be in mission to the world. In verse 

14, Jesus is praying protection over us.] 

 Jesus prays for protection for us from the evil one. Who or what is the evil one? How does it 

make you feel knowing that Jesus is praying protection over you from the “evil one”? 

 What does it mean when Jesus says, “they do not belong to the world” in verse 16? 

What does the word “sanctify” mean? What does it mean to be sanctified in the truth? 
[Answer: Sanctify means to be set apart as holy. Jesus is saying that as followers of Christ, we 
are set apart from the evils of the world to be in holy mission with the good news of Jesus.] 
 

 In verse 18, Jesus says that he has sent us into the world. What are we supposed to do? How 

do we know this? Is Jesus’ mission for us too difficult? Is it even possible? What are your 

thoughts? 

The closing activity allows students to spend some time in prayer, both reflecting on their past 
and looking ahead to their future with Christ.  
 
Have the Youth take a few minutes to sit in the presence of God. Have them write down a 
prayer. This prayer is a private prayer for the students. It can be about anything. 
 
In closing, have the Youth write a letter to their future selves. Try to have them think about 
where they will be when they are thirty-three. Have them include in this letter what they think 
their future self will be doing, living, working. Have them also include some thoughts on what 
they hope our world looks like, what their friendships have looked like, and how their faith will 
have transformed over this time. Have them include a prayer at the end. 

 
Closing thoughts: Jesus’ home was not this world. He said in verse 16, “They do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world.” He continues by saying, “Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is the truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world.” (v. 17-18). Youth you are about to go back into the world; our study time has ended, 
and you will go back to doing what you normally do. Young People, how you live and love in 
this world is the presentation of Christ to those who don’t know him yet. How you share and 
give does not just reflect us, but it reflects on Jesus. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, just as you prayed for your disciples so long ago. Pray for us. Pray for our 
wellbeing. Pray for our protection. Pray for your joy to be made complete in us. Pray 
for our spiritual growth. Pray for your truth to be made complete in us. Amen. 


