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Easter & The Days That Follow 

"Jesus Prays for His Disciples" 
John 17:6-19 

Devotionals for 16 - 22 May 2021 
 

Monday, 17 May 2021 & Tuesday, 18 May 2021 
 
Most people are very respectful of prayer. If you ask someone if you can pray for them, it will be the rare individual that will 
not gladly accept your offer. In our passage for our weekly devotional, the disciples find themselves in exactly that position. 
Jesus is praying for them. Turn to John 17:6: 
 
“Father, I have manifested who you really are and I have revealed you to the men and women that you gave to me. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have fastened your Word firmly to their hearts. 
 
Remember that the setting for this prayer is in the Upper Room where Jesus and the disciples had celebrated the Passover. 
After Judas had left to betray the Lord, Jesus had instituted Communion using elements from the Passover meal, and then 
He spoke to the remaining disciples about many of the things that were about to take place. He sought to comfort them 
with His promise of going to prepare a place for them in His Father’s house and that He would return to take them there. 
He warned them that they would be persecuted by the world because of Him, but also reassured them with explaining the 
coming of the Holy Spirit and the ministry that He would have among them. 
 
John 17 records Jesus’ prayer that concluded this time of instruction. As we saw last week, Jesus began by praying for the 
Father to glorify the Son so that He in turn might glorify the Father. All this would take place as Jesus fulfilled the 
remaining aspects of the redemption plan and presented those who would be saved to the Father, and the Father would in 
turn glorify the Son with a name above every name (Philippians 2:5-11). Jesus would regain the glory that He had with the 
Father before the world began.  
 
John 17:6-19, Jesus transitions the focus and begins to pray for His disciples saying: “I manifested Thy name to the men 
whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. 7 
“Now they have come to know that everything Thou hast given Me is from Thee; 8 for the words which Thou gavest Me I 
have given to them; and they received [them,] and truly understood that I came forth from Thee, and they believed that 
Thou didst send Me. 9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom Thou hast given Me; 
for they are Thine; 10 and all things that are Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 
“And I am no more in the world; and [yet] they themselves are in the world, and I come to Thee. Holy Father, keep them in 
Thy name, [the name] which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as We [are.] 12 “While I was with them, I was 
keeping them in Thy name which Thou hast given Me; and I guarded them, and not one of them perished but the son of 
perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 “But now I come to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they 
may have My joy made full in themselves. 14 “I have given them Thy word; and the world has hated them, because they are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 “I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them 
from the evil [one.] 16 “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word 
is truth. 18 “As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 “And for their sakes I sanctify 
Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
Study Questions:  

 What do your prayers consist of for those close to you? 

 The only thing faster than light is darkness fleeing. Why does it diminish a Christian witness to separate themselves 
from the world? 

 In what ways have you grown in Christ since believing? 

 Why do you think Jesus takes time toward the end of His life to pray for His disciples?  

 Read over John 17:6-19 and write down phrases you can pray for those around you. 
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 Who do you have in your life that is helping you on your sanctification process? 
 

Prayer: Mysterious God, You reveal yourself in Jesus, your Beloved Child who gives us a glimpse your glory and invites us 
to share in the unity of all that is Holy: the holiness that is You, your creation, your people, united in the Spirit that breaks 
through all boundaries of fear and injustice. Meet us here today, O Unity, and teach us to be one: One in love for each 
other One in understanding with all who find in Jesus the Way to You One in peace with all who find other paths to your 
Truth. We ask all this in the name of Jesus, whose fervent prayer was ever: “May they all be one.” 
 
Read John 17:1-5. 
 
Now, as we come to the text this morning, may I remind you of what is happening: it's the night of Jesus' betrayal. He is 
with his 11 disciples. They don't understand fully what is going on. In just a few hours, their Lord is going to be crucified 
and so he prays audibly with them around him so that they can be comforted and even taught by his words and that's 
what's happening even today with us, his disciples, some 2,000 years later. You will recall that in the first five verses, the 
Lord Jesus reveals to us his passion to be restored to his former glory. He reveals to us his passion for his Father's glory. He 
says in verse 1, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You." And in verse 5, "Now, Father, 
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was." And he also has a passion to 
be able to give eternal life to all those whom the Father had given him. Verse 2, he says, "You gave Me authority over all 
flesh, that to all whom You have given Me, I may give eternal life." 
 
In the first few verses of this section of the prayer, Jesus makes a transition from praying for His glory to praying for His 
disciples. The transition is a natural one because Jesus’ glory and the glory that He would bring to the Father was directly 
related to His bringing about the redemption of people who would then enter into eternal life. That was the work that Jesus 
was sent to earth to accomplish. Remember that I pointed out last week that eternal life was about quality of life and not 
quantity. Everyone will exist for eternity. The righteous will be in heaven with God, and the unrighteous will be separated 
from God in the torment of Hell. Eternal life refers to the quality of being reconciled to the Creator by being redeemed by 
Christ, forgiven of your sins, and adopted in God’s family for eternity. 
 
Jesus brought about eternal life through manifesting the Father’s name to people, giving people the Father’s word and 
securing their redemption and righteousness by becoming the substitute sacrifice for their sins. 
 
Wednesday, 19 May 2021 & Thursday, 20 May 2021 
 
Read John 17:6-19. 
 
But now in verses 6 through 19, he shifts his attention to his disciples and here he intercedes on their behalf and by 
extension, on our behalf.  
 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read John 17:6-19. Mark words or phrases that stand out to you. Record the 
main message or your thoughts next to each paragraph. 
 
What three specific requests does Jesus make to the Father for His disciples? 
17:11 _________________________________________________________________________ 
17:15 _________________________________________________________________________ 
17:17 _________________________________________________________________________ 
Write down one thing that you learn about Jesus’ disciples from the following verses: 
17:6 __________________________________________________________________________ 
17:7 __________________________________________________________________________ 
17:8 __________________________________________________________________________ 
17:9 __________________________________________________________________________ 
17:16 _________________________________________________________________________ 
17:18 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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What is Jesus’ desire for His disciples in praying for them? What does He want for them? (Hint: The word “that” or “so 
that” indicates a reason and purpose for His request.) 
17:11 _________________________________________________________________________ 
17:13 _________________________________________________________________________ 
17:19 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Write out John 17:17. What can you learn from this verse? 
 
Slowly read Jesus’ words in John 17:15-17 several times. Reflect on each word. 
 
Which words, phrases, or images stand out to you? Why? Offer the passage back to God in the form of a personalized 
prayer. 

According to John 17:17, we are sanctified by God’s truth. “Truth” is a key word in the Gospel of John, being used 25x 
throughout the gospel, more than any other book in the NT. Read the following verses in John and write down what you 
learn about “truth.” 
John 1:14 _____________________________________________________________________ 
John 3:21 _____________________________________________________________________ 
John 4:24 _____________________________________________________________________ 
John 8:32 _____________________________________________________________________ 
John 14:6 _____________________________________________________________________ 

John 16:13 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday, 21 May 2021 & Saturday, 22 May 2021 
 
Re-read John 17:6-19 and consider the truths that you have learned this week. Seek to apply the message of this passage to 
your daily life. What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of John 17:6-19? Why? 
 
John 17 is Christ’s High Priestly prayer for His disciples. In many ways, it is the prayer that Jesus continues to pray for us 
today! He sympathizes with us (Hebrews 4:15). He intercedes for us (Romans 8:34). He is our eternal Friend, Brother, and 
Advocate (1 John 2:1-2). 
 
Look up Hebrews 7:25 and write out this verse. 
 
What do you learn from this verse? What does it teach you? 
 
Think back over this past week. Think back to times when you have felt particularly fearful, stressed, overwhelmed, 
anxious, depressed, or angry. What was going through your mind during these times? What were you thinking? What 
“voices” were you hearing in your mind? 
 
Jesus says that we are sanctified, set apart, and set free by God’s truth. What truths from God’s Word do you need to 
remember and embrace to counteract these negative thoughts or lies? 
 
You are not of the world but you are in the world. And you are sent into the world to be a bearer of God’s truth and a 
messenger of the good news of Jesus Christ. Pray that God would give you an opportunity to share God’s truth with 
someone today
 
Prayer: God of Grace, you call us to be different from the world, but the world is seductive, and so we come here to be 
strengthened. God of Vision, you hold before us an alternate way of life, different priorities, different loyalties, different 
values. But we know that the world is not only seductive but powerful, and so we are drawn in to following its priorities, 
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accepting its values, showing loyalty to its gods. God who blesses the meek, the peacemakers, the merciful, forgive us when 
we lose sight of these qualities, when we misunderstand their role in the world. 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
 

 Welcome to Leighton Benjamin Eichhorst born May 11, 2021. Proud parents: Benjamin, Brittney & Big Sister 

Milana Eichhorst. Cards of congratulations can be mailed to:  Benjamin, Brittney and Milana Eichhorst, 218 

Heather Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

 With humble acceptance of God’s will, we announce the passing of Orville John Reinhold Heckendorf, beloved 

brother-in-law of Leslie and Alana Dalton. Cards of condolences and sympathies can be sent to: Leslie and 

Alana Dalton, 4959 Lake Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

 Our hearts and deepest sympathies go out to Ms. Debra Matties whose mother-in-law, Ms. Evelyn M. “Evie” 

Matthies-Reichert, passed away on Monday, April 19, 2021 after an extended illness. Cards of condolences can 

be mailed to: Ms. Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, Wisconsin 53090. 

 Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, prayers for successful upcoming surgery and containment of growth; Mr. Alan 

Kempf for strength as he’s provided times of rest and refreshment; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South 

Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du Lac 

Ave., Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Vivien Loomis, healing and strength after surgery; 1119 Schmidt Road, #1, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength and ability to meet the challenges and changes that will occur during the next few 

months; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, West Bend, WI  53095 

 5
th

 Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 502 

Crocus Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; W193 

N16339 Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 

 

Prayer: Jesus, 
just as you prayed for your disciples so long ago 
Pray for us, 
Pray for our wellbeing, 
Pray for our protection. 
Pray for your joy to be made complete in us. 
Pray for our spiritual growth. 
Pray for your truth to be made complete in us. 
 
Jesus, 
we often do not know how to pray, 
So pray for us, 
Pray with us, 
That we may be one with you, 
One with each other, and 
One in ministry to the world. 
 

Jesus, 
Pray for your weak ones, 
Your strong ones, 
You ones who are have illnesses, 
Your ones near death, 
Your ones who breeze through life, 
Your ones who struggle in life. 
 
Jesus, 
Pray for those who have lost loved ones, 
Those who have especially loved ones in past wars. 
Those who have lost ones in the present wars. 
Those who fear theirs may die in these wars. 
 
Jesus, 
We join you in these prayers for all your people, 
Amen. 

 

Breathe your Spirit upon each of us; 
 

your humble Pastor-servant leaders, 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com
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Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


