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PENTECOST 

" Saint Luke the Evangelist" 
Devotionals for 23 - 29 May 2021 

 
The story of Pentecost is an exciting one. It’s the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send his Spirit to be with all believers— 
including your kids! It also provides a great opportunity to grow in faith together as you celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit 
and the birthday of the church. 
 
Monday, 24 May 2021; Tuesday, 25 May 2021; & Wednesday, 26 May 2021 
 
What Is Pentecost? What Christians know today as Pentecost (called Shavu’ot in Hebrew) was first of all a major Jewish 
festival held 50 days after the Feast of Passover. During Pentecost, thousands of people would travel to Jerusalem, 
bringing the first fruits of their harvests to be dedicated in the temple. 
 
During this festival Jesus’ disciples were gathered in Jerusalem, obeying the instructions Jesus had given them to wait there 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). God chose to send the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost when the streets 
of Jerusalem overflowed with people. A sound like a violent wind and tongues of fire signaled the Spirit’s arrival. As a 
crowd gathered, drawn by the sound of words spoken in their own languages, Peter shared the gospel message and invited 
everyone to repent, to be baptized in the name of Jesus, and to receive the Holy Spirit. 
 
So, the church, through the power of the Holy Spirit equipping Jesus’ followers, was born. On the 50th day (the seventh 
Sunday) after Easter, the Christian church celebrates that outpouring of the Holy Spirit. “Until now, this has been the 
story of God coming to save his rebellious creation. But now, with the gift of the Spirit, it becomes our story. We live out 
the story in our lives as the Spirit moves us, inspires us, and empowers us to live toward the kingdom of God” 
 
On Sunday of last week, 5th Ave. UMC and all Christian Cengters celebrated the Feast of the Ascension. It is the day, 40 
days after the Resurrection, when Jesus returns to his Father.  As the story goes in Acts, just before his departure, Jesus 
reiterates to his disciples that they should wait for the Spirit.  This makes sense, given both their impulsiveness and their 
lack of faith.  One can easily imagine that within minutes of Jesus’ ascension, 6 of the disciples would head home, ready to 
return to normal life, while the remaining 5 set out to preach the Gospel without any help from the Spirit.  Instead, Jesus 
says, “wait.” 
 
How often does the Church take that advice?  How often do we forget that it is actually a pattern in the course of 
salvation history? Remember how the Hebrews, having fled Egypt on the Day of the Passover, get to the banks of the 
Red Sea and God tells them to wait there. He commands them to set up camp while the Egyptians pursue them.  The 
Hebrews, like many of us, have no desire to wait.  They want to get out of town as quickly as possible, but God demands 
that they hold fast. 
 
Waiting is often a test to our faith.  It is in those moments when we are doing nothing that we have to come to grips with 
whether or not we actually trust God to do what God has promised.  The Hebrew’s panicked, offering one of the best 
lines in Scripture, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?”  
The Disciples, this time at least, were obedient to the call to wait.  They elected Matthias to round out the 12, they prayed, 
they went to the Temple, and they waited.  Faithfully, they waited. 
 
It is easy to just keep busy: to go about the business of ministry and never slow down long enough to listen for God, but 
sometimes, the will of God is for us to stop, set up camp, and abide for a while.  In waiting, we give the Spirit a chance to 
meet us.  In waiting, we slow down enough to hear the call of God.  In waiting, we are blessed. 
 
Read Luke 23: 56; Luke 24. (Women at the Empty Tomb. The Resurrection of Jesus. The Appearance on the Road to 
Emmaus. The Appearance to the Disciples in Jerusalem. The Ascension. 
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The resurrection narrative in Luke consists of five sections: (1) the women at the empty tomb (Luke 23:56; Luke 24:1-12); 
(2) the appearance to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13–35); (3) the appearance to the disciples in 
Jerusalem (Luke 24:36–43); (4) Jesus’ final instructions (Luke 24:44–49); (5) the ascension (Luke 24:50–53). 
 
The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in the form of a dove at the time of his baptism. Pay special attention also to the story 
of Jesus’ ascension and his final words to the disciples promising that he would always be with them, commissioning them 
to “go and tell” the world about him, and instructing them to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit’s coming in power to 
help them do that work. 
 
Regarding Luke 24:1-12.  

 Have you ever had to deal with the death of a close friend or relative? (Ask if just one person would share). 

 Keeping this person’s experience in mind, look at verses 1-5, putting yourself in these women’s shoes. What do we 
know about their relationship with Jesus? (See Luke 8:1-3 for more background.) How has Jesus’ death seemed to 
affect them? 

 What are the women hoping to do once they reach Jesus’ tomb? (Note: Certain spices and ointments were used in 
the embalming process.) What do you imagine they are thinking and talking about on the way? 

 What may have gone through their minds when they found the body missing? What might they have thought or 
felt when two men “in dazzling clothes” joined them in the tomb? How do you think they reacted to the men’s 
initial appearance? 

 
Do you believe that the things Jesus promises will actually happen? When you encounter words of Jesus that are difficult 
to believe, how do you respond?  

 forget them, as the women did initially 

 believe, act and bear witness as the women did after their encounter with the messengers 

 disregard them as ten of the apostles did 

 insist on finding out for yourself as Peter did 
 
What things block you from believing Jesus’ words? Do you really believe them? Will you act on them? Here are 
references to some of Jesus’ more radical statements to discuss with a someone: Luke 18:29-30; Matthew 25:45-46; Luke 
11:19; Matthew 18:35. 
 
Imagine you are the baby-sitters for three small children whose parents are going away for the weekend. You are at their 
home, and they are leaving in fifteen minutes. What kinds of things do you think they’ll tell you? What will you need to 
know to make it a successful, joyful weekend? 
 
In Luke 24:36-53 passage, Jesus isn’t preparing baby-sitters, he’s preparing witnesses. This is his last recorded interaction 
with his followers in Luke’s gospel. Watch and listen for how he prepares them. 
 
Two of Jesus’ followers have been with the resurrected Jesus, heard him explain his mission from the Scriptures, eaten 
with him and recognized him. In Luke 24:33-35, these two have returned to Jerusalem to tell “the eleven and their 
companions” what happened. In the middle of their discussion, Jesus appears. Why does he greet them the way he does? 
 
In Luke 44-47, what does Jesus want his followers to understand? How does he help them understand? When have you 
experienced a similar “breakthrough” in your faith journey? 
 
In Luke 48-49, Jesus lets his followers in on their role in the continuing fulfillment of the Scriptures. What will be 
involved immediately in being witnesses? What do you expect their “job description” to be once they are empowered by 
the Holy Spirit? Imagine the parting scene in Luke 50-51. What would a blessing from Jesus mean to you if you were 
there? 
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If you didn’t know anything about Luke’s next book, Acts, what would you expect it to contain, based on the 
end of Luke? 
Through the Gospels, we are witnesses to the same things these followers of Jesus saw. Like these followers, we are 
witnesses to the work he’s done in our lives to bring us to belief, understanding and action. Name one opportunity you’ll 
have this week to “testify” for Jesus as his witness. What are you hoping to say or explain in order to point someone to 
him? Close in prayer for each other’s growth as witnesses in belief, understanding or action and for specific opportunities 
to testify as Jesus’ witnesses. 
 
Prayer: Holy One, ignite within us a fiery passion for your mission in the world today. Warm us by the Spirit’s 
dancing tongues of flame, that we may feel your kindling blaze within, urging us to do your greater good. Make 
us wholly present to experience a new birth, and awaken possibilities within us to share your love in the world. 
In this love and abundance, we come to celebrate your harvest—a harvest bearing the first fruits of the Spirit 
within us. Show us how to use these gifts, as we listen for your truth in the gentle breeze of your Spirit. Amen. 
 
Thursday, 27 May 2021 & Friday, 28 May 2021 
 
The Book of Acts is a fascinating account of the early disciples as they formed the early church and spread the Good 
News of Jesus. Luke, a doctor who traveled along on some of these adventures, tells the story in an interesting, accurate 
and reliable way.  
 
Calm your head, heart, and hands as you slowly breathe in and out. After Jesus went back to heaven, his disciples followed 
his instructions and gathered together in the city of Jerusalem to wait for the Holy Spirit.  Read Acts 1. Read Acts 2:1-41. 
As you read the story, use your voices or nearby objects to make the following sounds from the story: rushing wind, 
crackling flames of fire, people speaking in different languages, pouring water as people are baptized, clapping hands to 
celebrate what happened. 
 
WONDER: 

 I wonder how the disciples felt when the rushing wind began? 

 When you imagine the “tongues of fire,” what do you picture in your mind? 

 I wonder why God chose to show people the Holy Spirit in that way? 

 Do you know some of the things the Holy Spirit helps us do? Read Galatians 5:22-23. You might also name 
examples of ways in which you see the “fruit of the Spirit” in others. 

 Which part of this story amazes you the most? 

 What do you wonder about this story? 
 
Prayer:  For the Holy Spirit, whom you sent to be with us. Thank you, Lord! For the Holy Spirit, who helps us 
believe in Jesus. Thank you, Lord! For the Holy Spirit, who helps us tell others about Jesus. Thank you, Lord! 
For the Holy Spirit, who helps us know right from wrong. Thank you, Lord! For the Holy Spirit, who helps us 
care for others. Thank you, Lord! For the Holy Spirit, who helps us do what God wants us to do. Thank you, 
Lord! 
 
Saturday, 29 May 2021 
 
Called to be Witnesses. Re-read Acts 1:1-11. In common usage, what is a witness? (Someone who has seen something and 
is able to talk about it.) What are ways people are witnesses in everyday situations? (Think of reporting an accident scene 
or a sharing a good movie.) 
 

 Acts is Dr. Luke’s sequel to his Gospel, taking up the story where he left off in the book of Luke. Read Luke 
24:36–53 to set the stage for the opening to Acts. 

 Now read Acts 1:1–11. How was Jesus occupied during the time between his resurrection and his ascension into 
heaven? How would these things prepare the disciples for his departure? 
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 Why couldn’t they begin spreading the word of the kingdom of God immediately? What did Jesus mean by “the 
promise of the Father”? (See John 14:16–17, 25–26 for more background.) 

 What expectation is reflected in the disciples’ question in verse 6? (Most Jewish people had expected the Messiah 
to be a political/military ruler who would set Israel free from Roman rule and establish Israel as a great political 
power.)  

 How does Jesus redirect their attention (verses 7–8)?  

 Are there similar concerns we struggle with that can distract us from our primary responsibilities as Jesus’ 
representatives? How should we keep these in proper perspective? 

 What are the disciples told they’ll receive in verse 8? For what purpose will they receive it? What is the scope of 
their assignment? If this had taken place in your city or neighborhood, what places could be substituted for those 
in verse 8? 

 What happened next? What kinds of reactions might this have produced among the disciples? What do the men in 
white robes tell the disciples? How would this information have helped the disciples just then? And later? 

 At the beginning we defined witness. In verse 8 the disciples were called to be witnesses to Jesus. How does this 
call extend to us? 

 
Spend some time praying for power to be witnesses to the person and work of Jesus, beginning where we are and 
continuing to the ends of the earth. 

 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
 

 Welcome to Leighton Benjamin Eichhorst born May 11, 2021. Proud parents: Benjamin, Brittney & Big Sister 
Milana Eichhorst. Cards of congratulations can be mailed to:  Benjamin, Brittney and Milana Eichhorst, 218 
Heather Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

 With humble acceptance of God’s will, we announce the passing of Orville John Reinhold Heckendorf, beloved 
brother-in-law of Leslie and Alana Dalton. Cards of condolences and sympathies can be sent to: Leslie and Alana 
Dalton, 4959 Lake Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

 Our hearts and deepest sympathies go out to Ms. Debra Matties whose mother-in-law, Ms. Evelyn M. “Evie” 
Matthies-Reichert, passed away on Monday, April 19, 2021 after an extended illness. Cards of condolences can be 
mailed to: Ms. Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, Wisconsin 53090. 

 Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, prayers for successful upcoming surgery and containment of growth; Mr. Alan Kempf 
for strength as he’s provided times of rest and refreshment; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview 
Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du Lac Ave., 
Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Vivien Loomis, healing and strength after surgery; 1119 Schmidt Road, #1, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength and ability to meet the challenges and changes that will occur during the next few 
months; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, West Bend, WI  53095 

 5th Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 The welfare and security of the United States of America and democracy itself.  

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 502 Crocus 
Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Mr. William (Bill) Hornung, in inpatient rehabilitation; Mrs. Ginger Hornung, strength and courage; W193 
N16339 Lea Fon Circle, Jackson, WI 53037 

 

Breathe your Holy Spirit upon each of us. In Jesus Holy Name, Amen! 
 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com
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Your humble Pastor-servant leader & First Spouse, 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


