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Prayer:  

 

Learning Session: Wisconsin Annual Conference 2021- "Radical Inclusion and Racial 
Justice" 

 
SLIDE # 1 

 

We have chosen to fast 

Not with ashes but with actions 

Not with sackcloth but in sharing 

Not in thoughts but in deeds 

We will give up our abundance 

To share our food with the hungry 

We will give up our comfort 

To provide homes for the destitute 

We will give up our fashions 

To see the naked clothed 

We will share where others hoard 

We will free where others oppress 

We will heal where others harm 

Then God’s light will break out on us 

God’s healing will quickly appear 

God will guide us always 

God’s righteousness will go before us 

We will find our joy in the Lord 

We will be like a well-watered garden 

We will be called repairers of broken walls 

Together we will feast at God’s banquet table. Amen. 

 

SLIDE #2 

 

 Clergy Session of the Annual Conference    SLIDE #3 

 Class of 2021 Retirees Wisconsin United Methodist Church 

 Ordination/Commissioning SLIDE #4 

 Bible Study - Bishop Tracey Malone, East Ohio Conference - Wisconsin Bible Study Day 

 Rick Churan is retiring from the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation. Dan Dick is returning to serve as a 

pastor of a local church after years on Conference Staff.  

 

To begin our reflection of this year’s Annual Conference, we need to review The United Methodist Church Polity  

 

 SLIDE #5 Polity means “the form of government of a nation, a state, a church or an organization.” “An organized 

society, such as nation, having a specific form of government.” Government is the “management or administration of 

an organization, a business or an institution.” 

 

Characteristics of The United Methodist Church life and practice that becomes the flesh and blood of the polity of the 

church. 

 It is a covenant community of people. The people called Methodist is bound together by a covenant they 

promise when they join the Methodist community. They promise ‘to be loyal to The United Methodist Church 

and do all in their power to strengthen its ministries… to faithfully support and uphold the Methodist 

community with their prayers, their presence, their gift and service.” They make this promise of their own free 

will and fulfill it with the help of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 Their covenant to the community is undergirded by two things: With God’s help they live the great 

commandments, “To love God with all their heart, strength and soul and to love their neighbors as they love 

themselves.” 

 They impose upon their group what they call as “General Rules” of the covenant community, which is Do No 

Harm, Do God, and Stay in love with God.” They imposed upon themselves guidelines, rules and discipline to 

govern their action to facilitate their mission, thus they have a “Book of Discipline.” 

 As a covenant community they also speak as one regarding their life and practice, thus they have a “Book of 

Resolution.” It is a covenant community of people with a mission. (BD, Par. 120-142) This covenant 

community of people are taught, nurtured and trained to fulfill what they call as their great commission, “Go 

to all the world, To preach, teach, baptize people and make them disciples of Jesus Christ.” In short the 
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mission of the local Methodist community is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. Local churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs. They fulfill 

their mission by proclaiming the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying the Jesus’ command to love 

God and neighbor, thus seeking the fulfillment of God’s reign and realm in the world. 

 

The process of carrying out our mission: 

 Proclaim the gospel, seek, welcome and gather persons into the body of Christ; 

 Led persons to commit their lives to God through baptism by water and the spirit and profession of faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

 Nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, and other means of 

grace, such as Wesley’s Christian conferencing; 

 Send persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by healing the sick, feeding the 

hungry, caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and becoming a compassionate, caring presence, 

and working to develop social structures that are consistent with the gospel; 

 Continue the mission of seeking, welcoming and gathering persons into the community of the body of Christ. 

 It is a connectional covenant community. 

 

SLIDE #6 Legislative: 

 Charge Conference - Local Church (December 2021) - 100% Apportionment Paid Tags Mailed! 

 District Conference (February 2022) 

 Annual Conference (June 2021/June 2022) 

 The UMC world-wide is divided into the “Central Conferences” (non-U.S.) and the five “Jurisdictional 

Conferences” in the United States. These provide some program and leadership training events to support the 

annual conferences. Every four years the jurisdictional conferences meet to elect new bishops and select 

members of general boards and agencies. Wisconsin is in the North Central Jurisdictional (NCJ) Conference. 

 Central/Jurisdictional Conference (North Central Jurisdictional Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Wednesday, November 10, 2021 (2022) to Friday, November 12, 2021 (2022) 

 SLIDE #7 General Conference (Worldwide) (August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minnesota)  

General Conference organizers announced that the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly — long 

postponed by pandemic — must wait to meet another year. The global gathering is now scheduled Aug. 29-

Sept. 6, 2022, in Minneapolis, Minnesota 

  

2021 Wisconsin Annual Conference Highlights 

Bishop Hee Soo Jung – State of the Church Address  

Don Cramer – Conference Statistician  

Sarah Snyder – Conference Financial Officer – Wisconsin Annual Conference Budget 

SLIDE #6 Lisa King - General Conference/Jurisdictional Conference Delegations Address 

 Protocol - Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation - 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq 

 Christmas Conference -

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e98dfeb50986d49acb8e2ae/t/5f8876f649b4122e58b79a0d/1602778871

116/V.+4.+Christmas+Covenant+Legislation.pdf#page=4 

 

SLIDE #8 The Protocol:   

In the summer of 2019, Bishop John Yambasu (Sierra Leone Episcopal Area) invited five persons from three 

constituencies within The United Methodist Church – traditionalists, centrists, and progressives – to meet in Chicago, 

Illinois to share ideas about the future of The United Methodist Church and how we might navigate the persistent 

conflict experienced by the denomination. The goal of this legislation is to implement Articles III-V of the Protocol of 

Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation.  
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The Protocol was a mediated agreement for separation in the United Methodist Church that allows those who want to 

separate and form new denominations to do so, and those who remain to reform The United Methodist Church. In 

order for the agreement reflected in the Protocol to become a reality, it needs to be implemented through petition 

language that could be adopted by the General Conference in May 2020.  

 

This legislation focuses on facilitating a gracious separation of any clergy, local churches, annual conferences or 

central conferences that want to separate from the United Methodist Church in order to form or join a New Methodist 

Denomination, and it puts a moratorium in place on administrative and judicial proceedings related to same-sex 

weddings, ordination of clergy, and use of funds in the church. 

 

This legislation includes legislation that is needed to implement the parts of the protocol that pertain to the current 

United Methodist Church or Articles III, IV and V of the Protocol. It includes the legislation needed to implement the 

separation including but not limited to the following:  

 

 Making the decision to Separate 

 Creating and qualifying a New Methodist 

Denomination 

 Developing a separation agreement 

 Handling of employee benefits and pensions 

 Allocation of dollars for the separation 

 Managing of the transition period 

 

It also includes the legislation necessary to implement the Moratorium on administrative and judicial proceedings 

related to the inclusion of LGBTQ people in the life of The UMC. 

 

The vision of those on the Protocol team who would remain in The United Methodist Church is that it will continue to 

be a big tent in which members and local churches from diverse backgrounds (including but by no means limited to, 

those of diverse theological, political, geographic, race, ethnic and national origins,  sexual orientation, gender 

identity and other backgrounds and perspectives), both inside and outside the United States, can worship and serve 

with each other.  Clergy and laity should feel welcome and embraced across a wide theological spectrum. 

 

This would be a worldwide church structure that in a sense reduces the power of the General Conference or transfers 

powers to regional conferences to facilitate ministry, adaptable to regional contexts. There is already legislation 

before the General Conference that takes steps towards a more equitable regional structure. There is additional 

legislation, known as the Christmas Covenant, that is expected to be sent in by an Annual Conference from the 

Philippines prior to the petition deadline for Annual Conferences. The United Methodist Church would remain a 

single denomination with the ability to connect regionally around mission while governing regionally. 

 

SLIDE #9 The Christmas Covenant: 

The Christmas Covenant is a set of legislation and constitutional amendments submitted to the United Methodist 

Church’s (UMC) General Conference with the goal of establishing regional equity in the structures of the church for 

missional effectiveness while sustaining connectional unity. It is rooted in the following values:  

 

The legislation was conceived during the Christmas season of 2019. Christmas is an auspicious time for Methodists as 

it reminds us of the Christmas Conference of 1784 that gave birth to the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 

States, one of the original predecessor bodies of the UMC. Proponents pray that the Christmas Covenant would be a 

rallying point for a renewed and revived UMC around the world. 

 

Soon after the special General Conference of 2019, proposals to dissolve or dismember the UMC proliferated. All 

these major legislative proposals emanated from the United States. The African College of Bishops issued a statement 

on maintaining the unity and integrity of the UMC. The Philippines’ College of Bishops also released a pastoral letter 

that spoke against the dissolution of the UMC. Proponents of the Christmas Covenant who are from Central 

Conferences saw this as the “kairos” moment – an opportune time for voices from Central Conferences to be heard. 

Rooted in a lamentation of how colonialism has shown itself in efforts to divide the church without hearing from the 
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silenced margins of Central Conferences, and harming its mission work, the Christmas Covenant was born – a gift of 

hope from those in the grassroots for the future of our global connection. 

 

In its preamble, proponents declare: “We envision a Church that connects globally, engages in mission together, 

respects contextual ministry settings, celebrates the diversity of God’s creation in its many beautiful expressions, and 

values mutually empowering relationships in order to strengthen our core mission of evangelism, discipleship, and 

social witness for the transformation of the world.” 

 

The Christmas Covenant achieves regional equity by transforming Central Conferences to Regional Conferences. The 

change in name will undo the negative connotation associated with the term “Central” (i.e. the Central Jurisdiction 

segregated Black churches and clergy in the United States). The proposed constitutional amendments will strengthen 

the ability of Regional Conferences to adapt the Book of Discipline to meet the unique missional needs of each 

region. The Christmas Covenant also creates the United States Regional Conference with regional equity and 

structure (as proposed by The Connectional Table) and authorizes contextual adaptations of the Book of Discipline 

for missional effectiveness. 

 

We are stronger together. Being in mission together as a global church celebrates our unity in diversity and positively 

impacts the different contexts we represent. While diversity is a challenge, we do not believe dissolution is the right 

way to heal the wounds that cause us pain as Christ’s Body. A truly global church committed to be in mission 

together embraces its differences and allows for self-determination. It is able to find common ground in affirming 

how we do effective ministry in places we serve. Acknowledging that our different contexts need different solutions is 

a better way forward and fosters mutuality. This path affirms a stronger common witness to the global community. 

God’s grace is present everywhere and in everyone. We are called to humbly respond to this grace in recognizing its 

many expressions around the world. This call we do best together. 

 

The Christmas Covenant is a set of legislation that includes petitions which take immediate effect upon General 

Conference adjournment and upon approval and constitutional amendments that requires 2⁄3 approval at annual 

conferences. The Christmas Covenant endorses the creation of 5 episcopal areas in Africa, as recommended by the 

Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters, to strengthen the ministry of the church.  

 

Upon adjournment of the General Conference, the US Regional Committee with legislative powers can convene. This 

will include all delegates to the General Conference from the United States of America and two representatives from 

each regional conference outside the US. 

 

The Christmas Covenant sustains the unity of the church and allows the church to continue with existing ministries. 

The Christmas Covenant authorizes a study to strengthen the work of regional conferences facilitated by the 

Connectional Table, Standing Committee on Central Conferences Matters (to be renamed Standing Committee on 

Regional Conference Matters Outside the US), and the new Standing Committee on US Matters.  

 

The Christmas Covenant sustains the unity of the church and allows the church to continue with existing ministries. 

The Christmas Covenant authorizes a study to strengthen the work of regional conferences facilitated by the 

Connectional Table, Standing Committee on Central Conferences Matters (to be renamed Standing Committee on 

Regional Conference Matters Outside the US), and the new Standing Committee on US Matters.  

 

Is the Christmas Covenant in conflict with the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation? No. These 

are two separate pieces of legislation focused on two different things. While the Protocol has “regionalization” as one 

of its pillars, it does not have proposed legislation to make that happen. The Protocol is an amicable separation 

proposal. The Christmas Covenant is about the future of a vital UMC engaged in effective mission work rooted in 

mutuality, interdependence, and respect for the missional contexts of each regional conference it seeks to establish. 

The Christmas Covenant does not prevent any part of the UMC from leaving the denomination. There are already 

existing remedies in the Book of Discipline passed in 2019 that are available for churches that want to depart from the 

UMC. 
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The General Conference/Jurisdictional Conference Delegation will once again have listening sessions to discuss all 

aspects of these conferences.  

 

If you have questions regarding any of our conferences, including Annual Conference, please contact your Annual 

Conference Delegates - John Childers & Jenny Tsuzuki-Korbar or Pastor Clarissa. 

 

Prayer: Spirit of promise, Spirit of unity, we thank you that you are also the Spirit of renewal. Renew in the whole 

Church that passionate desire for the coming of your kingdom which will unite all Christians in one mission to the 

world. May we all grow up together into him who is our head, the Savior of the world. Amen 

 

 

 

 


