
into a strong man’s house and take away his things, unless he ties up the strong man first. Only 
then can he take things from his house. For sure, I tell you, all sins will be forgiven people, and 
bad things they speak against God. But if anyone speaks bad things against the Holy Spirit, he 
will never be forgiven. He is guilty of a sin that lasts forever.” Jesus told them this because 
they said, “He has a demon.” 
 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  P: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON:                  “Jesus, Family and the Will of God”                        Pastor Clarissa 

 

~PENTECOST COMMUNION~ 

 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

 

Pastor: God of all goodness; People: hear our prayer. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Holy and forgiving God, it is easy for our lives to become singularly focused on our 
families, yet you call us to a broader understanding of family. We prioritize our money 
around the needs of our families and especially our children, and you challenge us to a 
global view of family and to look at all children with the love we look on those who live 
under our roof. As we give to you, open our eyes to see the wider family; our ears to 
hear the cries of hurting, hungry children; our hearts to experience the extravagantly 
generous love you pour down on us. We pray in the name of your son, our brother, 
Jesus. Amen. (Mark 3:20-35) 

 
*CLOSING HYMN:                         “The Servant Song”                             TFWS 
2222 
   

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      
 

 

*L: Sisters and Brothers of Christ, go into all the world! Go forth with forgiveness and grace. 
Go forth with compassion and love. P: We go as Christ’s family for all the world to see. 
 
Pastor: Siblings of Christ, it’s church day. But there is work to be done. God has given you 
what you need to do good and not harm. So, what are you waiting for? Let your Christian 
mission and not your Sunday-best dictate where you go next from here. As the Lord has given 
to you such peace and spiritual empowerment, go into the world offering God’s love and hope 
to others. Go in peace and remember that God goes with you. 
 

POSTLUDE:          
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Spirit Poured 

Out 

Pentecost worship is 
about joy, and the 
invitation is to let the 
Spirit be poured out on 
you.  
But remember, that 
“you” is plural. Let the 
Spirit be poured out on 
all y’all. It was because 
they were gathered 
together that this 
happened. 

    
                                                  Liturgist 

                                 Singer 
Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Senior Pastor 

 
 



 

Thank you for coming together in worship this morning. As we gather, take time to 
relax and prepare your heart to listen for God through today's times of prayer, song, 
and scripture study. As you participate with heart and/or voice, the words will be 
displayed on the screen for your convenience. 

*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 
 

 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
ORGAN PRELUDE:      
 

~WELCOME~ 

 
MEDIATIVE HYMN:              “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”  (sung twice)                  UMH 334 

 
GREETING: 
 
Pastor: Today, in this hour, at this moment, we are in a regular rhythm of letting God work in 
us. Here we rest from daily work. This is the moment our souls have been waiting for, even if 
some of us didn’t know we needed it. As we sit and hear God’s word—preached, sung, 
prayed, or otherwise—let’s remember to ask ourselves, “Am I listening?” Come, my Sisters 
and Brothers, we are all God’s family now. Come, let us worship and listen together. Come. 
All are welcome! 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535; Email pastor@faumc.org 

 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    

 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      

 
CENTERING MUSIC:  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 
L: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Our feet are 
standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
P: We gather with gladness in the Lord’s house this day! 
L: Pray for the peace of 5th Ave. United Methodist Church, our homes, city, nation, world: 
“May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls, And security within your 
towers.” 

P: We gather to pray with our words and our lives so that all of God’s children will one 
day know peace, equality, justice, and economic security. 
L: For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” For the sake of 
the house of the Lord our God I will seek your good. 
P: We gather in God’s name, who claims us all as kin, to speak out and seek peace , 
equality, and justice for the sake of all God’s children. 
All: Come, let us worship God! 

 
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: (Responsively) 
 
L: Heavenly Father, you call us like a good parent to you to guide and protect us, to nourish 
and lead us. 
P: Brother Jesus, you call us like a caring elder brother to serve us and help us, to cheer 
us and invite us. 
L: Healing Spirit, you call us and move us ever closer into fellowship with you and each other. 
P: Yet like unruly children we strain at your guidance, we try to break away and do it 
ourselves. We feel our strength and imagine to be all powerful. We rejoice in our life 
and imagine ourselves to be immortal. We know our talents and want to be 
independent rather than depend on you. Before we know it, we are in the grip of other 
powers, leading us away from your loving ways into the bondage of selfish greed, 
adoring false gods of youth-fulness, materialism, and power. 
L: Lord, forgive us and free us. Open our eyes to how your wisdom knows true leadership to 
be service. Open our hearts that we may learn that neither race or tribe, culture or religion are 
barriers to separate us but that we are all one family in your love. 
All: So, open our hearts and minds to learn again to live your love as we celebrate and 
worship you here together. 
  

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
L: Fear not! God is with us, stilling the storms and raging fears in our lives. Place your trust in 
God always. Amen. 
 

*HYMN:                     “Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother”                  TFWS 2225 

                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

Mark 3:20-35 New Life Version (NLV) (See insert) 
*All: When Jesus came into a house, many people gathered around Him again. Jesus and His 
followers could not even eat. When His family heard of it, they went to take Him. They said, 
“He must be crazy.” Teachers of the Law came down from Jerusalem. They said, “Jesus has 
Satan in Him. This Man puts out demons by the king of demons.” Jesus called them to Him 
and spoke to them in picture-stories. He said, “How can the devil put out the devil? A nation 



cannot last if it is divided against itself. A family cannot last if it is divided against itself. If the 
devil fights against himself and is divided, he cannot last. He will come to an end.  No man can 
go  

PENTECOST COMMUNION 

 
Pastor: God has informed and guided our time together. This is Sabbath. This is God’s time. 
Let’s lift praise, give thanks, glorify God’s name, and pause from every unessential mission so 
that we experience and spread the news. God is good, Jesus is the Way, and the Holy Spirit is 
ready to renew all who believe in the Resurrection and healing power of Jesus Christ.  
 
We are all invited to The Table on this Sabbath as our Pentecost journey continues - to the 
renewal that comes when we turn our attention toward God and the gift that God offers us as 
the body of Christ, restoring, renewing presence of the Spirit that sustains. 
 
L: Dearly beloved, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week, when Jesus had been 
raised from death, he sat at table with two of his disciples and was made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. This is the table of the Risen Christ, who invites all who wish to live his 
new life to join him here for the nourishment and refreshment he freely offers. 
 
L: May God be with you. 
P: And also, with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to God. 
L: Let us give thanks to our Sovereign, God. 
P: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
L: Holy One, we praise and bless you for creation’s gift, ongoing in us, around us, with us, and 
through us. The testimony of your abiding love, in our creation, preservation, and deliverance 
from the powers of sin and death in Jesus Christ makes us glad. Filled with the hope of 
Christ’s ultimate victory over brokenness and pain, we join our ancestors in faith, angels and 
archangels, and the trees of the field who clap their hands and sing this joyful song: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you. My heart is glad to say the words: 
you are holy, Lord! 
 
Pastor: Holy One, you have given all and we ask now for your blessing upon us and these, 
your gifts, fruit of the earth and human labor. Transform by the power of your holy love the 
ordinary into the sacred; open our eyes to the miraculous that surrounds us; and set our hearts 
ablaze with love for you and all your creation. These things we ask in the name of Christ our 
Savior who taught us to pray, saying: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
We remember that on the night he was betrayed by those he loved, Jesus took bread and when 
he had blessed and given thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat. This 
is my body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
In the same manner after supper, he took the cup, and when he had blessed and given thanks, 
he gave it to his disciples saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for 
you and for many. As often as you drink it, drink it in remembrance of me.” 
 
In loving obedience to his command, we bring again into our midst and pray for the grace to 
take into our world his eternal, life-giving presence.  
 
All: For Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will come again. 
 
Pastor: Jesus, Lamb of God, All: Have mercy on us. 
Pastor: Jesus, bearer of our sins, All: Have mercy on us. 
Pastor: Jesus, redeemer of the world, All: Grant us your peace. 
 
Pastor: These are the gifts of God for the people of God. (Partake of the Holy Elements) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
All: Eternal God, you have called your people from the east and from the west, from 
the north and from the south to feast at the table of Jesus the Christ. We thank you for 
the loving presence we have found here, and for the spiritual food that has nourished 
and refreshed us here. By the power of your Holy Spirit, keep us faithful to your will. 
Go with us to the streets, to our homes, and to our places of labor and leisure, that 
whether we are gathered or scattered, we may be the servant church of the servant 
Christ, in whose name we rejoice to pray. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

~WELCOMING, ENGAGING, AND TEACHING OUR YOUTH~ 

 
BEING RENEWED 
 
Read: Mark 3:20-35 - The scripture this week is the story of Jesus’ family as well as the scribes 
accusing Jesus of either insanity or possession. 
 
PAPER PLATE DRAWING - Each participant places a paper plate (you can substitute 
cardstock, or a piece of cardboard) on his/her head with one hand, holding a marker in the 
other. There is no peeking until the drawing is complete! 
 
Give the following instructions: 

 Draw a line for the ground 

 Draw a square house 

 Add a triangular roof 

 Draw a rectangular door 

 Draw a small circle for the doorknob 

 Add a chimney on top 

 Draw a window 

 Draw a tree next to the house 

 Add a small flower 

 Finally, draw a cloud in the sky above your house. 

 
Once everyone has finished, share your drawings. If you want to assign points you can use the 
following system: 
 

 2 points if the house is touching the ground 

 2 points if the roof is actually on the house 

 3 points if the window is inside the house 

 3 points if the cloud is above the house 

 3 points if the tree is not inside the house 

 5 points if the chimney is on the roof 

 5 points if the doorknob is actually on the door 

 5 points if the flower is outside the house 

 
How did your house turn out? How did you feel challenged in this activity? Would you want to 
live in the place you drew? If somebody was judging your art, and didn’t know how it was 
created, what do you think they would say about you (the artist), who created it? 

 
In our scripture today, Jesus finds judgment from within and outside his own house 
(family). 
Jesus enters a house, and is apparently super-popular already because he and the disciples get 
surrounded by a crowd. Why would Jesus’ own family seek him out and call him “out of his 
mind”? Is it because they know that some scribes or legal experts have declared him 
‘possessed’ and they don’t want him out in public? Or are they saying he is “out of his mind” 
because of what he is teaching or the actions he is undertaking? Or is it something else 
altogether? As we read Jesus' words, listen closely to his response. The parable and the ability 
of actions and choices to create a family hint at Jesus’ role beyond his hometown and outside 
his genealogical family. 
 
Just before this passage Jesus has: healed a man on the Sabbath, healed an entire crowd of 
people, and appointed the twelve disciples. He’s been busy before getting himself into this 
crowded house. 
 
Knowing those things, why do you think the legal experts may have made an appearance? (To 
discredit Jesus, stop him, arrest him?) 
 
Does the scripture say they actually physically approached Jesus? (They ‘call-out’ and charge 
their claims that Jesus must be possessed, but we are unsure of their proximity) 
 
With Jesus being shouted at by some of the crowd, and his family joining the fray to try and 
help, rescue, or shield Jesus – how do you think Jesus is feeling? After all, this scripture takes 
place near Jesus’ hometown. 
 
How do you think you might have responded if you were in Jesus’ shoes? Jesus first responds 
to the crowd with a logical argument and then a parable. Verses 23-27 outline the logic that 
Jesus offers before the parable. Do you have questions about the logic Jesus uses? Why do you 
think Jesus uses the imagery of the best way to steal something as he argues that he is not, in 
fact, Beelzebub (Satan, depending on your translation)? 
 
When Jesus’ mother and brothers arrive, the crowd are actually the ones to let Jesus know that 
his family has showed up. How does Jesus respond? (verses 33-35) How would Jesus’ mother 
and brothers feel if they heard Jesus say something like that? What does being a part of a 
family really mean? Would you view Jesus’ observation about who his is family more of an 
invitation or a challenge? Why? 
 
Jesus models how he will expand the ability to be a part of God’s family to everyone 
who is willing to sit down together and commune with Jesus. This pattern of Jesus 
expanding definitions and expectations of who God’s love and forgiveness for repeat 
over his lifetime of ministry. 



 
Prayer: Jesus, help me walk in God’s way. Please give me the strength and help me to serve 
you even when those close to me do not understand. Amen. 
 


