
using many other parables like these; he told them as much as they could understand. 
He would not speak to them without using parables, but when he was alone with his 
disciples, he would explain everything to them. 
 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  P: Praise to you, O Christ! 
   

MUSICAL VIDEO                          “I Can Only Imagine”                              Tamela Mann 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-s8HMmvN-Jc 

 
SERMON:  “We Are the Mustard Seed That Grows Into That Which Gives Shade, 
Gives Welcome and Relief; Gives Justice and Comfort to So Many”       Pastor Clarissa 
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

 

Pastor: God of all goodness; People: hear our prayer. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Giver of all things, accept these gifts that we return to you, and use them to better 
your kingdom on earth. Enable us to see your gifts in each other and ourselves that we 
may share your gifts with the world. In the name of Christ, your greatest gift, we pray, 
Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                         “The Summons”                                 TFWS 
2130 
   

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      
 

 

*All: Sisters and Brothers of every age! Cousins from every land and place! We go forth 
now as recharged, remotivated and determined disciples of Christ and children of 
God—with the belief that the world can be different. We go with the belief and hope 
that God’s love, living in us and through us, changes the world! 
 
Pastor: And, now may you go from this place in peace, knowing we are all new creations in 
Christ. May you go from this place in joy, knowing we are free to serve the kingdom of God 
and not conformities of the world. May you go from this place in love, reminded that nothing 
you have done or will ever do will ever separate you from the love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Go out and serve God’s people with energy and imagination! Go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord!  

 
POSTLUDE:          
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The Holy Trinity Says:  
“You Are Unique and An Amazing Canvas”  
 

We give you thanks for the summer time 
And sunshine and days we can be outside to play 
And be without masks. 
For bike rides, hillside trails to walk 
Streams, river and ponds to play in. 
For birds tweeting, leaves blowing in the wind   
The shimmering variety of trees 
The fish in the ponds and rivers 
Even with all this beauty, we know there is trouble in the world 
Help us to be aware of how we can be allies as we answer the call for new 
solutions.   
In all these things we know many people are going through changes in their 
lives and we lift up all graduates and, particularly, our graduates as they 
celebrate their accomplishments and move on to new, thrilling and gratifying 
challenges and successes! 

                                                   
                                                 Liturgist 

                                 Soloist 



Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Senior Pastor 
 

 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
As you participate with heart and/or voice, the words will be displayed on the screen 
for your convenience. 

*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 
 

 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
ORGAN PRELUDE:   “Pomp and Circumstance” 
 

~WELCOME~ 

 
GREETING: 
 
Pastor: Creating, Calling, and Faithful God, we come to this time and place to be with you, to 
worship you, and to learn from you. May our time together be like your creation of light in the 
darkness that you called good. May it be that you would call us good while we respond to your 
call and as we listen to you. Come, my Sisters and Brothers, let us praise God and worship 
together. All are welcome! 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535; Email pastor@faumc.org 

 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    

 
“The Oldest Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read” by Rita Lorraine Hubbard 
 
CELEBRATION OF GRADUATES 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      

 
CENTERING MUSIC:  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 
L:  When Jesus joined them, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
P:  Some say John the Baptist; 
L:  Others say Elijah; 
P:  Some say Jeremiah or one of the prophets. 
L: “But what about you?” Jesus asked. Who do you say I am?” 

All: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Let us worship our risen, living 
Savior! 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
 
L: People of God, we desire to be refreshed, renewed and changed. Let us listen again to 
God’s calling our names to encourage us and strengthen our resolve to be God’s people in 
faithfulness and peace-loving justice. Let us pray together:  
 
O God, we rejoice in Your grace, given and received. We thank You that You claim 
us, that You wash us, strengthen us, and guide us, that You empower us to live a 
life worthy of our calling. In the way of Jesus, make us as water in a dry and thirsty 
world. Establish us to be places of refreshment. Root us and nurture us in love, that 
with all Your people, that we may rightly and justly serve You. Fill us with Your 
fullness that our lives may overflow in service and love. Amen 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
 
P: O God, we hear Your voice and we see the way of Jesus set before us. But it’s hard, 
dear God, to try again and again to live up to our baptismal vows and maintain our 
resolve to be Your people in the world. In repentance we ask You to forgive us. Set us 
once again on a holy path that leads to You. Amen.  

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
L: Friends, God hears our prayers and sets before us the way of Jesus. God calls us and gives 
us enough grace and mercy to follow the way. Thanks be to God. 
 

*HYMN:                     “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”                   TFWS 2051 

                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
Mark 4:26-34 Good News Translation (GNT) 

 
Al: Jesus went on to say, “The Kingdom of God is like this. A man scatters seed in his 
field. He sleeps at night, is up and about during the day, and all the while the seeds are 
sprouting and growing. Yet he does not know how it happens. The soil itself makes 
the plants grow and bear fruit; first the tender stalk appears, then the head, and finally 
the head full of grain. When the grain is ripe, the man starts cutting it with his sickle, 
because harvest time has come. “What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?” 
asked Jesus. “What parable shall we use to explain it? It is like this. A man takes a 



mustard seed, the smallest seed in the world, and plants it in the ground. After a while 
it grows up and becomes the biggest of all plants. It puts out such large branches that 
the birds come and make their nests in its shade.” Jesus preached his message to the 
people,  


