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PENTECOST 

Pentecost - worshipping with joy; inviting the Spirit to be poured out on you.  
 

Devotionals for 06 – 12 June 2021 

 

Monday, 7 June 2021; Tuesday, 8 June 2021; Wednesday, 9 June 2021  

 

Read: Mark 3:20-35
 
Jesus did not fit in.  He was at odds with his family’s sociological script and with the religious authorities. Even among his 
closest companions, as we have just read in 3:19, there is one who will betray him.  But undergirding all of that resistance 
from the beginning, he was at odds with Satan. This passage has a chiastic structure and is an example of Mark’s way of 
framing one episode with another: 
 

 verse 20 Crowd 

 verse 21 Family 

 verse 22 Scribes (Jesus is casting out demons by the ruler of the demons) 

 verses 23-27 The parables of Satan’s end 

 verses 28-30 Scribes guilty of unforgivable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (because they have said that 
Jesus has an unclean spirit) 

 verse 31 Family 

 verse 32 Crowd 
 
Here Jesus’ conflict with his family frames an account of his conflict with the religious establishment, and at the center of 
the chiasm is the conflict with Satan, told in a parable.  This conflict began in the wilderness from which Jesus emerged 
proclaiming the kingdom of God in 1:12-15.  Now it is Satan’s kingdom or household that is in question. 
 
The first group introduced in the passage is the crowd, pressing in on Jesus and his disciples.  The word crowd appears in 
14 of Mark Gospel’s 16 chapters, and even in chapter 1, where the word itself does not appear, the whole city gathers 
around the door (1:32-33), everyone is searching for him (1:37), and he can no longer go into a town openly (1:45).  At the 
other end of the Gospel, a crowd will arrest him in 14:43, and the crowd will call for Barabbas’ release and Jesus’ death in 
15:8, 11, 15.  
 
The crowd presses upon him, threatening to crush him, in 3:9, so much so that Jesus has a boat ready for his escape, and by 
4:1 he is preaching from the boat because of the size of the crowd.  He and his disciples cannot manage to eat in the 
present passage, and the same happens in 6:31.  But in 6:34, Jesus will have compassion on the crowd, whom he sees as 
sheep without a shepherd, and he will teach and feed them.  So here also, when the crowd of 3:20 reappears in 3:32, it has 
become his inner circle, people whom he identifies as his brothers and sisters and mother when his family of origin has 
rejected him. 
 
In 3:21, Jesus’ family goes out to restrain him.  The verb used here is also used to describe Jesus’ arrest (14:1, 44, 46, 49) and 
John the Baptist’s (6:17).  They are saying that he has gone out of his mind.  While the crowd is drawn in, the family 
becomes outsiders.  This contrast between insiders and outsiders is further developed in 4:11, again in connection with 
Jesus’ teaching in parables. Those inside are given the secret of the kingdom, but those outside are left unmoved and 
mystified. 
 
The family’s rejection of Jesus here is echoed in John 7:5, where we read that his brothers do not believe in him.  We also 
find references in John 7:20 and 8:48, 52 to accusations that Jesus has a demon.  Then in John 10:20 the suggestion that he 
is possessed accompanies the accusation that he is out of his mind.  Here in Mark 3:21-22, the two accusations come 
together again as the scribes from Jerusalem conclude that the power behind Jesus’ exorcisms must be Satan himself. 
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The scribes have already been mentioned at the very opening of Jesus’ ministry as those whose teaching is less authoritative 
than Jesus’.  They question in their hearts and accuse him of blasphemy when he forgives the paralytic in 2:6. They criticize 
him in association with the Pharisees in 2:16 and again in 7:1, 5.  But when the Pharisees fade away as the story moves 
toward Jerusalem, the scribes continue to hold a central role in the opposition, alongside the chief priests and elders (see, 
for example, 8:31; 14:43; 15:31).  The reference to Jerusalem in 3:22 hints at the ultimate conflict with the Jerusalem 
religious authorities. 
Jesus, preaching in Jerusalem, will warn the crowd in 12:38-40 to beware of the scribes who like to be honored in public 
places while they secretly devour widows’ houses.  “They will receive the greater condemnation” (12:40).  Already here in 
3:29-30 they are guilty of an unforgivable sin because they mistake the Holy Spirit for Satan.  They recognize that Jesus 
must be drawing on great power to perform exorcisms but fatally misidentify its source because he does not behave as they 
expect a righteous person to behave, which is to say, most of all, that he is not one of them.  He associates with the wrong 
people, breaks Sabbath laws, and blasphemes by forgiving sins, and so they commit the greatest blasphemy of all. 
 
Exorcisms, of which there are four in Mark in addition to many other references to them, point to the cosmic battle with 
Satan, a battle that begins immediately after Jesus’ baptism when the Spirit drives him into temptation.  The unclean spirits 
recognize Jesus from the beginning and know that Jesus can destroy them (1:24) as others are plotting to destroy Jesus (3:6) 
 
Now Jesus makes clear, in the form of a parable, the scope of what he is doing in his freeing of the demon-possessed.  Jesus 
is coming to plunder Satan’s household and bring about his end, not by division from within but by stealth and force from 
without.  Jesus, who was stronger than John the Baptist (1:7), is stronger than the strong man Satan too.  
 
Jesus’ stealthy binding of the powers of evil ultimately undermines Satan so completely that even when he appears to have 
succeeded in destroying Jesus in the crucifixion, the very destruction of the Son issues not in defeat but in the mysterious 
victory of God. 
 
This passage, like most passages in the gospels, contains the whole story.  At the center is Jesus’ victory for the kingdom of 
God, the subversion of the strong man by the stronger one and the freeing of the plunder, God’s good creation.  Moving 
out from there, we also see reflections in Jesus’ story of the story of the community in which the Gospel was first told and 
read and proclaimed and the ones who in following Jesus have met similar resistance. 
 
These, like Jesus and his disciples, may have lost mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers and houses and fields for the 
sake of the good news (10:28-30) and may have felt themselves under threat from powers and principalities as he was. So, 
for those people, then and through the ages, there is comfort in the turn from restraint and threat to freedom, courage, and 
hope, even in the face of the ones who would kill Jesus. 
 
Then here perhaps are we, the crowd pressing in to see him and touch him, maybe urgently and desperately, but as the tale 
turns, we find that our desperate desire has been more than met.  We also are claimed by him as his sisters and brothers and 
mother, no longer outsiders at a distance, but holders of the secrets of the kingdom, drawn into the inner circle of the 
mystery and love of God. 
 

 What are some reasons people might think Christians are crazy today? (Our beliefs, lifestyle, choices can make us 
look crazy by association.) 

 Why did Jesus’ family think He was ‘out of his mind’? (v. 21) What did they see in Jesus? What should they have 
seen instead? 

 Read verse 27 again. Who is the ‘strong man’ and who is ‘robbing’ him? (Satan is the ‘strong man’ and Jesus is the 
stronger one who ties him up and robs his house aka the earth (1 John 5:19) stealing/liberating his ‘goods’…lost 
souls. Now that does not sound like someone on Team Satan.) 

 How might remembering this verse help us fight temptation and live for Jesus? (When tempted, we can remind 
Satan that his doom is sure. Get behind me in the name of Jesus.”) 

 What would you say to someone who thinks they have “blasphemed against the Holy Spirit?” (vs. 29-30) 
(Remember Paul was a ‘blasphemer’ and was forgiven – See 1 Tim. 1:13) 
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 So, what is the “unforgivable sin”? (The unforgivable sin is denying Christ. – Mark 10:33) 
 

Prayer: Holy Father, thank you for the Scriptures. Thank you especially for the Gospels that tell the story of your Son. 
Please forgive me for not spending more time getting to know him better. As I recommit myself to seek after your Son, 
please bless me with a genuine sense of his presence and a clearer knowledge of his will. In Jesus' holy name I pray. Amen. 
 
Thursday, 10 June 2021 – A day of fun and reflection! 
 
Paper Plate Drawing - Places a paper plate (you can substitute cardstock, or a piece of cardboard) on your head with one 
hand, holding a marker in the other. There is no peeking until the drawing is complete! If you are unable to hold the plate 
on your head, put the plate on a flat surface and follow the instructions without peeking (or look just to get the 
instructions). 
 
Instructions: 
• Draw a line for the ground 
• Draw a square house 
• Add a triangular roof 
• Draw a rectangular door 
• Draw a small circle for the doorknob 
• Add a chimney on top 
• Draw a window 
• Draw a tree next to the house 
• Add a small flower 
• Finally, draw a cloud in the sky above your house. 
 
Once you’ve finished, you can assign points to your drawing: 
• 2 points if the house is touching the ground 
• 2 points if the roof is actually on the house 
• 3 points if the window is inside the house 
• 3 points if the cloud is above the house 
• 3 points if the tree is not inside the house 
• 5 points if the chimney is on the roof 
• 5 points if the doorknob is actually on the door 
• 5 points if the flower is outside the house 
 
Friday, 11 June 2021 & Saturday, 12 June 2021 - Read verses 31-35.  
 

 How would you have felt if you were Jesus’ mother or brothers? How would you have felt if you were His disciples? 

 Have you ever had to choose loyalty between Jesus or your family? How did you feel? Did your loyalty to the 
Kingdom of God run deeper than blood? Why or why not? 

 What are some ways you struggle to put Jesus before every other loyalty? What does this indicate about your heart? 
(It shows us that we might love other things, people, etc. more than Jesus or His Kingdom. We need more 
sanctification. We can confess our sins and repent.) 

 What did Jesus’ family hear (“heard it” in v.21) and why would they say He was “out of his mind?” 

 What did Jesus’ family expect to accomplish when they “went out to seize” Him? 

 Have your family members or friends ever said you were “out of your mind” because of the way you followed Jesus. 
 

In what ways can you join Jesus in plundering Satan’s house this Pentecost season? 

 How do Jesus’ words in vs. 33-35 instruct you concerning Jesus’ view of the church in comparison to blood family 
members who do not “do” God’s will? Given what Jesus teaches here, what changes should you make concerning 
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your love for and interaction with your church family, and how will you begin this week to implement these 
changes? 

 Write down the names of your lost friends, co-workers, family and neighbors on a card. 

 Next to each name, write down one tangible way you can invest your life in each person. 

 Pray for each person by name and for opportunities to share the gospel with them. 

 Share the card(s) with your contact and pray for one another during the week. 
 
Prayer: O come let us adore Him; O come let us adore Him; O come let us adore Him; Christ the Lord "No person can 
enter into a strong person's house, and spoil their goods, except they will first bind the strong person; and then they will 
spoil their house." Mark 3:27 
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 

 

 Mr. Benjamin Eichhorst experienced a cardiac episode. He was released from the hospital and will have to make 
significant lifestyle changes. Prayers for continued healing and endurance; 218 Heather Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Prayers of condolences to the family of Mr. Robert Edison. Robert (Bob) Edison passed away last year; a 
celebration of life service will be held on June 5, 2021 at Faith United Protestant Church, Park Forest, Illinois. Cards 
of sympathies can be sent to Ms. Dot Edison, 107 Cedar Ridge Drive, #N223, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Continued healing prayers for Ms. Barbara “Barb” Johnson, 190 Mayer Street, West Bend WI 53090; she was 
released from the hospital and is recuperating at home.  

 Mr. Ethan Schnell, Ms. Dot Edison’s daughter-in-law’s nephew. Ethan is going through extensive chemotherapy as 
he is battling cancer. Due to his compromised immune system, he is unable to be with his wife, who is pregnant 
with their first child. With conviction we pray for miraculous healing of Ethan’s body and soul. May his pain cease, 
may his strength increase, may his fears be released as he is abundantly blessed with love and joy surround him. 500 
Melrose Street, Morgan Town West Virginia 26505 

 Condolences to Mr. Larry and Mrs. Nancy Kritz and his family on the passing of his mother, Lillian Kritz; 7471 
Kevin Drive West Bend, WI 53090 

 Welcome to Leighton Benjamin Eichhorst born May 11, 2021. Proud parents: Mr. Benjamin, Ms. Brittney & Big 
Sister Milana Eichhorst. Cards of congratulations can be mailed to: Benjamin, Brittney and Milana Eichhorst, 218 
Heather Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Mr. Al Clement, brother-in-law of Ms. Betty Clement, who has lymphoma in all his glands, congestive heart failure, 
A-Fib, and COPD. He started chemotherapy, but it has caused other medical concerns. Mrs. Diane Clement, wife 
of Al Clement and sister-in-law of Betty Clement, prayers for multiple health concerns and strength as she navigates 
Mr. Al’s medical care. Mr. Al and Mrs. Diane Clement (C/O Betty Clement), 6822 Enge Drive, West Bend, WI 
53090 

 Our hearts and deepest sympathies go out to Ms. Debra Matties whose mother-in-law, Ms. Evelyn M. “Evie” 
Matthies-Reichert, passed away on Monday, April 19, 2021 after an extended illness. Cards of condolences can be 
mailed to: Ms. Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, Wisconsin 53090. 

 Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, 
Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du Lac Ave., 
Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength and ability to meet the challenges and changes that will occur during the next few 
months; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, West Bend, WI  53095 

 5th Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 502 Crocus 
Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com
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 Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung have moved and we will update their address in our next week’s 
devotionals. 
 

Lord, I thank you for this blessed day and grace of life in Jesus name. Heavenly Father have mercy on me and forgive my 
short comings in Jesus name. Lord I tender my life and all that concerns me before you; have your way in Jesus precious 
name. Amen.  Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


