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PENTECOST 

Pentecost - worshipping with joy; inviting the Spirit to be poured out on you.  
 

Devotionals for 06 – 12 June 2021 

 

Monday, 14 June 2021; Tuesday, 15 June 2021; Wednesday, 16 June 2021  

 

Mark 4:1-25: Tilling the Heart 

 

Isn't it amazing how people have such varied reactions to a single event, whether it's a sporting event or a political 

speech? Tell us about a time you disagreed with a friend about a movie you'd just seen together. 

 

We witnessed various responses to Christ's message in last week’s reading of Mark 3: 

1. Pharisees listen with sinister motives. 

2. Jesus' family is embarrassed. 

3. Crowds are thrill-seeking. 

4. Disciples leave all to follow Him. 

 

So why does Jesus now tell a story of four soils? (Jesus was explaining that the reason for such varied responses to His 

message was the varying receptivity of people's hearts. His message is not lacking in power to produce fruit, but 

requires human response.) 

 

Let's read verses 1-20. 

 

 Who is the farmer? (Jesus) 

 What is the seed? (The word or message that Jesus had been giving: "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and 

believe the good news."  

 

These are the descriptions of the four soils: 

1. Path – birds steal (Satan), no germination, no life. 

2. Rocky – sun scorches (trouble, persecution), brief joy, shallow, no root, good but short-lived intentions. 

3. Thorny – thorns choke (worries, wealth, desires), alive but fruitless, trying to ride the fence. 

4. Good – fruitful. 

 

 If you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, your soil was receptive at your conversion. How about now?  

 Is the soil of your heart still soft for God's word?  

 Is it producing fruit in your life or is there a snag in the growth process?  

 What soil are you tempted to revert back to? 

 Do you let Satan keep you from soaking in God's Word? 

 Do you only experience joy and growth in good times? 

 Do you let worldly things seduce your heart? 

 

According to the passage, how are we to respond to the word in order to be fruitful? ("Hear" is repeated nine times in 

verses 1-25. Mark also mentions "perceiving", "understanding", "listen", "turn", and "accept" as proper responses. So, 

the verbs involve both hearing AND acting on the Word.) 

 

As we hear and obey God's Word, truth becomes virtue in our lives. But those whose hearts are hard, shallow or 

distracted don't gain any lasting benefit from hearing truth. So, let's make every effort to make the soil of our hearts 

receptive to God's Word. As St. Augustine writes: "Work diligently the soil while you may. Break up your fallow with 

the plough. Cast away the stones from your field, and dig out the thorns. Be unwilling to have a 'hard heart', such as 

makes the Word of God of no effect. Be unwilling to have a 'thin layer of soil', in which the root of divine love can find 
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no depth in which to enter. Be unwilling to 'choke the good seed' by the cares and lusts of this life, when it is being 

scattered for your good." [Oden 57] 

 

What varying degrees of fruitfulness did the seeds in good soil produce? (30, 60, 100 times what was sown. Think 

about how fruitful your Christian life has been and how fruitful you want the remainder of it to be.) 

 

Let's read verses 10-12 and 21-25, where Jesus explains His use of parables. 

 

At first glance, verses 11-12 seem to say that Jesus is keeping the truth from people by telling hard to understand 

stories. Is He really? Yes and no. He's not trying to exclude the whole crowd, but is only weeding out those whose lack 

of interest is betrayed by their refusal to really "hear" and try to understand. Their response reveals that their hearts are 

like the hardened path which does not let the Word of God penetrate. So, they bring judgment on themselves for their 

unbelief, as 2 Thessalonians 2:10 says: "They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved." The 

parables are not meant to obscure the truth, but rather to nurture a hunger for their meaning so that those who truly 

"hear" will seek God, who alone can speak truth to their hearts. Revelation is not obvious to all, but according to verses 

11 and 25, it is "given" by God – to those who are receptive to the Word. 

 

What does Jesus say about hiding truth in verses 21-23? Hiding a lamp, referring to Himself or at least His message, 

would be impractical. Its very purpose is to spread light around. 

 

Discussion of verses 24-25. 

What is Jesus saying about hearing His message? The more you hear and absorb, the more will be spoken to you. The 

more you reflect on Christ's parables, the more you get out of them. Those who barely listen will understand little. 

Jesus seeks to cultivate a hunger for truth by telling stories that take a little work to fully grasp. He doesn't spoon-feed 

them truth, but in verse 10, He gives more of an explanation to those who demonstrate their hunger by sticking around 

to ask for clarification. 

 

How can we apply these verses to our lives? Be attentive to what He is teaching us in His Word, so that He will enable 

us to know Him more and more. It's exciting that we can influence the amount of understanding God will give us by 

listening and hungrily absorbing what He is teaching us now. Our prayer should be: "Open the valve wide, Lord!" 

 

Let's pray now that God will give us insight into His Word and the desire to be as fruitful as we can be. Let's also 

ask him to remove the rocks and thorns from the soil of our hearts. 

 

Gracious God, at whose bidding seeds sprout and shoots grow toward full stature, hear the prayers of your people. 

Make us trust in your hidden ways, that we may pray confidently and wait patiently for your kingdom now growing 

in our midst. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Thursday, 17 June 2021; Friday, 18 June 2021; Saturday, 19 June 2021 

 

Mark 4:26-34: The Powerful Gospel 

 

Jesus uses the mystery of seed germination as an illustration in this passage. What hidden natural process most 

fascinates you? 

What did the seed represent? (The gospel, and more broadly, the Word of God.) Jesus now tells another parable about 

the gospel seed. Let's read verses 26-29. 

 

What different aspects of planting do these two parables (verses 1-20, 26-29) emphasize? (The first emphasizes the 

condition of the soil, our hearts. The second emphasizes the mysterious power of the seed, the gospel.) 
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What do we learn about God's Word from this story? (Like the hidden germination of a seed, God's Word has power 

which works on the heart and gives it life.) 

 

Tell us of a time that God's Word was working on you "night and day", as Jesus says here. (Do you remember a time 

when God spoke powerfully to you through His Word, to convert or convict or encourage you?) 

 

How can this parable encourage and direct our evangelism? 

 

However fruitless our efforts may seem; we never know what life-giving action is happening underground. Currently, 

Christ's message was receiving a cold reception from Pharisees and even family. But Jesus wanted the disciples, and us, 

to know that what is observable on the surface may not be an accurate measure of the final outcome. We should be sure 

to get beyond minor issues in our witness, and spread the good seed, the stuff that can really sprout. That is, we've got 

to share the good news of the gospel, and if possible, bring our pre-Christian friend in contact with the Scriptures. After 

sowing our seed, we can relax, knowing it's not our job to convert people. As verse 27 says, "whether the sower sleeps 

or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how." The Holy Spirit speaks life into hearts through 

the Word. 

 

Isn't it amazing the changes a plant spontaneously undergoes? As Jesus said in verse 28: "All by itself the soil produces 

grain, first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head." A little sprout appears, little leaves grow, every 

part matures until it flowers and bears’ fruit. Likewise, God plans to grow you until He finishes what He started in you. 

Look back on your Christian life and reflect on how you've grown. How are you different now than when your 

Christian life first sprouted? His goal in growing us is to prepare us for His presence that we'll experience when harvest 

time comes, as Jesus alludes to in verse 29. 

 

Discuss verses 30-34.  

 What happens in Christ's third parable about planting? (The smallest seed, mustard, grows into the biggest 

garden plant.) 

 How does this illustrate the kingdom of God? (The King came modestly, with no earthly power, and with only a 

few acknowledging His rule, but history has seen His kingdom expand to include millions the world over.) 

 

As we pray, let's praise God for the mysterious power His Word has to grow our faith and bring new life to those we 

share it with. 

 

Prayer: Almighty Father, we bless You Lord of life, through whom all living things tend.  You are the source of all, our 

first beginning and our end!   Grant holy Father, that we may allow the Word to enter our hearts and grow by Your 

grace, so that we may always live for Your glory.   May the intercession of St Brigid of Ireland, who consistently 

tended Your seed, grant us strength and zeal.   Through Jesus Christ, our Lord with the Holy Spirit, God forever, amen. 
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 

 

 Ryland Thompson, 6 y/o son of Ms. Mystique Thompson and grandson of Ms. Michelle and Mr. Anthony “Tony” 
Harrington, experienced a traumatic fall causing four spinal fractures. Ryland will be released from Children’s 
Hospital on 10 June 2021 and will be in a brace to allow his body to heal. Cards and prayers of healing can be sent 
to: Ryland Thompson, N168 W21700 Main Street #203, Jackson WI 53037 

 Prayers of encouragement and steadfastness for Ms. Jennifer Cechvala, as she beings her Spiritual Guidance 
ministry @ 5th Ave. UMC (lower level of the church in the former children’s library area). You’re invited to the 
Open House, June 19, 2021, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm in the Spiritual Guidance Space ~ a place to …breathe, be still, 
become. 

 Mr. Benjamin Eichhorst experienced a cardiac episode. He was released from the hospital and will have to make 
significant lifestyle changes. Prayers for continued healing and endurance; 218 Heather Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 
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 Prayers of condolences to the family of Mr. Robert Edison. Robert (Bob) Edison passed away last year; a 
celebration of life service will be held on June 5, 2021 at Faith United Protestant Church, Park Forest, Illinois. Cards 
of sympathies can be sent to Ms. Dot Edison, 107 Cedar Ridge Drive, #N223, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Continued healing prayers for Ms. Barbara “Barb” Johnson, 190 Mayer Street, West Bend WI 53090; she was 
released from the hospital and is recuperating at home.  

 Mr. Ethan Schnell, Ms. Dot Edison’s daughter-in-law’s nephew. Ethan is going through extensive chemotherapy as 
he is battling cancer. Due to his compromised immune system, he is unable to be with his wife, who is pregnant 
with their first child. With conviction we pray for miraculous healing of Ethan’s body and soul. May his pain cease, 
may his strength increase, may his fears be released as he is abundantly blessed with love and joy surround him. 500 
Melrose Street, Morgan Town West Virginia 26505 

 Condolences to Mr. Larry and Mrs. Nancy Kritz and his family on the passing of his mother, Lillian Kritz; 7471 
Kevin Drive West Bend, WI 53090 

 Welcome to Leighton Benjamin Eichhorst born May 11, 2021. Proud parents: Mr. Benjamin, Ms. Brittney & Big 
Sister Milana Eichhorst. Cards of congratulations can be mailed to: Benjamin, Brittney and Milana Eichhorst, 218 
Heather Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Mr. Al Clement, brother-in-law of Ms. Betty Clement, who has lymphoma in all his glands, congestive heart failure, 
A-Fib, and COPD. He started chemotherapy, but it has caused other medical concerns. Mrs. Diane Clement, wife 
of Al Clement and sister-in-law of Betty Clement, prayers for multiple health concerns and strength as she navigates 
Mr. Al’s medical care. Mr. Al and Mrs. Diane Clement (C/O Betty Clement), 6822 Enge Drive, West Bend, WI 
53090 

 Our hearts and deepest sympathies go out to Ms. Debra Matties whose mother-in-law, Ms. Evelyn M. “Evie” 
Matthies-Reichert, passed away on Monday, April 19, 2021 after an extended illness. Cards of condolences can be 
mailed to: Ms. Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, Wisconsin 53090. 

 Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, 
Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

 Mr. Ted Meilahn, restoration of strength and courage as he lives into his “new normal”; 1085 Fondu du Lac Ave., 
Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

 Ms. Julia Stettler, strength and ability to meet the challenges and changes that will occur during the next few 
months; 107 Cedar Ridge Dr. #N313, West Bend, WI  53095 

 5th Avenue UMC’s Laity, Laity Leadership, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

 Mr. Roger Sacia, prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing; 502 Crocus 
Court, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength after hospitalization; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

 Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung have moved and we will update their address as soon as possible. 
 
 

Let us open as hearts and minds as we pray: 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, we remember with gratitude those people who generously sowed the seeds of faith in our lives.  
Pause for a time of reflection 
Above all. we recognize how you have blessed our lives with the gift of the Holy Spirit so that our faith has miraculously 
and mysteriously grown. We confess the times we fail to involve ourselves in planting any seeds of faith in the lives of 
others; the times when our personal agendas become more important than yours; the times when we have denied others the 
opportunity to expand their faith through our lack of interest or involvement; the times when our lives become so 
entangled with the values of the world that we forget what you have said and done and promised. Lord Jesus Christ, we 
know that when we become disconnected from you, our lives become parched and unfruitful and our faith becomes 
stunted and dry.  Bless and renew our lives, we pray, so that we remain connected to you at all times and in all places, 
strengthening our faith to expand and, growing strongly and vigorously, to bear the fruit of your mercy, your love, your 
undying life.  Amen.  

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com
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Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 


